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Deportation of Hispanic War Veteran Brothers Postponed 
By Francisco Miraval 

Denver  
 
Two Mexican-born Colorado brothers 
who served with the U.S. military in Viet-
nam will be able to remain in this country 
for another year after a judge decided to 
postpone until 2012 carrying out the de-
portation orders against them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valente and Manuel Valenzuela, ages 62 
and 59, respectively, are among the 11 
children of a New Mexico woman and her 
Mexican-born U.S. citizen husband. 
The brothers live in Colorado Springs. 
In 2005, Manuel was arrested for speed-
ing. To his surprise, the police told him 
that his driver's license was not valid. 
 
When he went to the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles to clear the matter up, he 
learned that his license had been revoked 
because he did not have a valid Social Se-
curity  Number. 
 
Manuel thought that it was a mistake until 
he was informed that the U.S. Homeland 
Security Department had ordered the 
license revoked because doubts existed 
about his citizenship. 
 
Despite numerous attempts by both 
brothers to prove that their parents were 
U.S. citizens and that they had arrived in 

the country legally, the Valenzuelas last 
year received deportation orders. 
 
After several postponed hearings, . . . 
Manuel appeared before Judge Donn L. 
Livingston in the Federal Court in Denver. 
 
An estimated 80 people accompanied the 
Valenzuela brothers to the hearing to tes-
tify in favor of them and against their de-
portation. 
 
"Manuel will have a new hearing in 2012, 
but the details are not yet available," said 
Hedy Trevino, the founder of the group 
Stop the Deportation of Vietnam Veter-
ans. 
 
"I thank God because today we were 
given more time to prepare ourselves for 
the future hearings, since the proceedings 
against Manuel and ... Valente are still go-
ing on," she added. 
 
Trevino called the deportation orders 
against the brothers unfair and "shameful" 
and recalled that Valente joined the U.S. 
Army in 1967 and Manuel was a Marine 
from 1971-1974. 
 
Both were decorated for their service in 
Vietnam. 
 
But because Manuel was caught speeding 
in 2005 and due to a legal problem that 
Valente had in 1985, the brothers now are 
considered "foreign criminals" by U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, 
though the offenses in question were only 
misdemeanors. 
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The American GI Forum of the US Elects Albert Gonzales  

National Commander at its 2010  National Conference  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GUESS WHO!!! 
See pg. 8 
 
 
 

 

Colorado’s very own Albert Gonzales was elected 
National Commander at the American GI Forum’s 
2010 National Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
Joining Gonzales on the new board are three 
other Coloradoans; Dottie Bruton  
and Kathy Clenin from Denver and Dora Gonzales 
(Albert’s wife) from Colorado Springs.   
 
Gonzales, a native of New Mexico, has been a resi-
dent of Colorado Springs since 1980, the result of 
a job transfer while employed with then US West 
Communications where he remained until his re-
tirement in 2004.  He and his wife Dora have been 
married for 39 years.  They have one son Caesar 
and one daughter Jessica. 
 
Gonzales served his country in the US Air Force 
from 1974 to 1979 where, as a member of the 
2031st COMM Sq. he was an air traffic controller. 
He joined the American GI Forum in Colorado 
Springs in 1994 and has served that organization in 
many capacities from local, state and national 
elected positions.  As local Commander he was 
involved in many civic and community organiza-
tions and initiatives.  He became a representative 
of a minority roundtable for the police depart-
ment.  In 2002 he received a scholarship to attend  
El Pomar Foundation Center for Creative Leader-
ship.  This experience was a catalyst for more in-
volvement in the community.  One of his passions 
is education and he remains very engaged in Dis-
trict 11 school policies in Colorado Springs as well 
as numerous other worthwhile community efforts. 

 

Gonzales believes the GI Forum has always been an or-
ganization involved in community grass roots issues. He 
would like to see that continue where we work with 
veterans and their families.  As Commander, he wants to 
be the voice of these families in Washington, D.C. so 
that work done at the grass roots is properly recog-
nized.  Soon he plans to meet with Don Laudner, the 
National Commander of the National American Indian 
Veterans for purposes of establishing a partnership so 
both organizations can voice their concerns to the Vet-
erans Administration in unison and lastly he wants to 
host a leadership training session for the new board in 
order to create a new synergy to take the American GI 
Forum forward into the 21st century. 

 
These are all laudable and worthwhile goals that are 
worthy of our respect and support.  We should all be 
excited at the prospect of new leadership filled with en-
ergy, resolve and new ideas. We here at El Veterano are 
very proud of Albert and wish him the best as he goes 
forward. Let us all pledge our support to Commander 
Gonzales as he assumes his new position as National 
Commander. 
(See: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIt9RfAA1V4) 
By  Ricardo La Fore - Staff Writer 

Commander Gonzales and newly elected 
Women’s  Chair, Alicia Rodriguez  



Hamburger 
Night every 
Wednesday 

- Karaoke - be-
gins at 6:30 

JOIN THE “EL VETER-
ANO” NEWS LETTER 
TEAM 
We are seeking Volun-
teers to help us with the 
Newsletter.  If you 
would like to be a con-
tributing writer, editor, 
photographer, layout 
person, etc., please con-
tact Cipriano Griego 

MEXICAN  
 

HAMBURGER 
NIGHT  -  THE 1ST 
WEDNESDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 

REMINDER 

GENERAL MEM-
BERSHIP MEETING 

- THE 2ND TUES-
DAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

6:30 P.M. 

YOUR VOICE 
COUNTS 

 

It’s been a very interesting three 
months since I was elected Com-
mander. When you assume this posi-
tion you have to be able to hit the 
ground running. Sometimes you are 
faced with difficult decisions to make, 
and sometimes the decisions you 
make are unpopular. I feel I was placed 
in this position to lead a great organi-
zation: the American GI Forum Mile 
High Chapter. There has been great 
leadership throughout the years at 
Mile High and I would like to continue 
that tradition. 
 
There is much to accomplish at Mile 
High.  We need to continue to keep 
the Forum viable so that we can all 
enjoy the activities that go on here. 
The Board of Trustees work very hard 
to ensure that we have a great building 
to enjoy.  We need to support our 
committees; Membership, Education, 
Veterans Affairs, and the Mile High 
Players.  Each committee is very active 
and strong, but they do need your 
support in the way of volunteers and 
participation.  If they plan an event or 
sell raffle tickets it’s up to all of us to 
participate. 
 
The Executive Board will be reviewing 
and updating the Chapter By-Laws.  
We have instituted an Administrative 
Overhead Fee so that we can generate 
and increase revenue for the member-
ship’s general fund.  There is a big ef-
fort to increase our Chapter’s mem-
bership, especially the membership of 
returning Iraq and Afghanistan Veter-
ans.  Let us not forget our Youth 
Chapter we will continue to assist the 
Youth Chair with enrollment.  I am 
exploring the idea of a Bazaar for the 
American GI Forum in September 
2011. 

Please know that every Membership Offi-
cer, every Trustee, and every Committee 
is working in your interest and the inter-
ests of the American GI Forum Mile High 
Chapter. I ask that you acknowledge their 
hard work and volunteerism.  You would 
be surprised on how many volunteer 
hours have been put in by these people.  
Don’t forget to thank them sometimes! 
 
If you have not been to the club in a 
while for an event, for hamburger night, 
or for a meeting, please come back and 
get involved.  We are accomplishing a 
great deal with just a small fraction of our 
members.  Imagine all we could do if all 
300+ members were helping on a com-
mittee, attending the events, and volun-
teering! 
 
Together, we can accomplish great things.  
Divided we fail!  I stand committed to 
lead the Mile High Chapter and to con-
tinue to make the tough decisions that 
need to be made.  I expect feedback, in-
put and guidance from ALL members, 
because each of your input matters.  We 
will work together to make sure we re-
main the best AGIF chapter in the nation! 
 

 

Commander’s Report - Jerry Duran 
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Many will be shocked to find, 
When the day of judgment nears, 

That there's a special place in Heaven, 
Set aside for volunteers. 

 . . . Author Unknown 



WOMEN’S CHAPTER  
 MARY ACOSTA - CHAIR 

The AGIF - Mile Hi Women are 
off to a good start for 2011.  We 
are working on writing our mis-
sion statement and determining 
our goals for 2011 which include 
supporting the Youth Chapter and 
Veterans Forum in programs that 

assist youth, women, veterans and the community. 
 
The Women’s Chapter hosted hamburger nights 
in March.  We will also have vendors at Mexican 
Hamburger Nights.  New members, Neoma 
Correa and Rebecca Lopez, made the green chili, 
beans, cooked and served.  Anyone interested in 
participating as a vendor at hamburger nights, 
please contact Mary Acosta, Chairwoman.  Several 
Women continue to support the Veterans’ care 
package program, and participate in the Root Beer 
socials at the VA Hospital. 
 
Mile Hi women attended the state quarterly meet-
ing held at the Skyline Chapter in January.  Kathy 
Clenin, Dottie Bruton, and Mary Acosta attended 
the Mid-year Conference in Omaha, NE March 9 – 
13.  The National Chairwoman, Alicia Rodriguez, 
presented information regarding the assessment 
for youth Mr. & Miss American GI Forum.  An IRS 
representative presented information on non-
profit veterans’ organizations which was very in-
formative.  
Women’s meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of 
the month at the Mile Hi Forum with the meeting 
beginning at 6:30 PM.  Please join us and support 
the American GI Forum – Mile Hi Chapter.  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
DOTTIE BRUTON - CHAIR 

When you think of the Educa-
tion Committee, think of our 
organization’s motto: 
 

“Education is our freedom, 
and freedom should be every-

body’s business.” 
 

         It’s a new year, and the Education Commit-
tee is busy planning fund raisers for the scholar-
ships we want to award in 2011.  You have proba-
bly already received our letter requesting dona-
tions to the Mile High Century Club.  Thank you 
to those who have already sent in donations.  If 
you have not yet sent in your donation, please 
consider doing so.  Last year, we were able to 
award several scholarships from the Mile High 
Century Club thanks to your generosity. 

We have two fund raising events coming 
up – one in May and one in June.  We need your 
help.  Without you, we cannot be successful! 

We will be selling beer at the Cinco de 
Mayo Festival May 7th & 8th.  This is a fun way for 
our committee to raise one or possibly two schol-
arships.  We need volunteers to help sell beer for 
3-hour shifts on Saturday, May 7th and/or Sunday 
May 8th.  Yes, Sunday is Mother’s Day, but maybe 
you can help on one of the early morning or late 
evening shifts. 
       Please let me know if you are willing to help.  
(Dottie Bruton/303-322-3480 or 720-985-1124) 

Our annual Golf Tournament will be on 
June 12th at Applewood Golf Course.  After the 
tournament, we will have a barbecue lunch at the 
golf course clubhouse.  There will be great prizes, 
and we guarantee you will have a good time.  It’s 
not too early to register! 
Please contact one of the Golf Committee Chairs 
to reserve your space. 
(Dolores Martinez/303-280-9114 or 303-941-
9317) 
(Juanita Vela/303-433-5397 or 303-667-0334) 
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The US Latino & Latina Oral History Project 

 The US Latino and Latina Oral 
History Project was founded 10 
years ago because, in spite of the 
service and sacrifice of Hispanic 
Americans in World War II, the 
general histories of the period 
and the contributions of Mexi-
can-Americans has not been 
widely published nor recognized.  
The project is the brainchild of 
Doctor Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez 
and is housed at the University 
of Texas at Austin.  The purpose 
of the project is to archive inter-
views with Hispanic veterans 
who served in WWII, Korea and 
Viet Nam.  Recently they added 
the 700th person to the archives.  
The project was a labor of love 
for Dr. Rivas whose father 
served in WWII. 
Ken Burns’ glaring omission of 
Hispanics in WWII in his widely 
hailed documentary THE WAR 

Sandoval whose information is not 
available as of this writing. 
 
When the project expanded to in-
clude Korea and Viet-Nam Veterans 
the need for volunteers has in-
creased.  If you know someone who 
you think should be interviewed 
please contact the project at (512) 
471-1924 or visit their web site:  
www.lib.utexas.edu/ww2latinos. 
 

 

 

served only to strengthen her resolve 
to continue her work and to make 
sure that we (Hispanics) were given 
the visibility we deserve. 
 
To date, the project has interviewed 
more than 700 men and women since 
the spring of 1999. The project's ar-
chives are comprised of the inter-
views, most of them on videotape, as 
well as digital copies of photographs 
they have lent to the project and 
other supporting materials. Archives 
are being prepared for transfer to the 
Nettie Lee Benson Latin American 
Collection and the Center for Ameri-
can History at the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

Among those interviewed were our 
own Commander Ernie Torres, as 
well as Raymond Alvarado, Bob Urio-
ste and Tony Lopez, all Mile High 
Chapter members as well as one Pete 

Women in Uniform, WWII – Present 

Women’s History Month 

CHECK OUR WEB SITE: 

http://www.agif-milehi.org 
For Calendar of Events and 
Other Information. 



 
The year 2011 saw the Board of 
Trustees of the AGIF – Mile Hi 
Chapter with many new activities 
planned and ongoing such as the 
cleaning, painting and tiling of the 
kitchen; updating the office and 
club furniture; responding to 
plumbing issues in women’s rest-
room; and general cleaning of the 
storage and office areas. 
 
The Board of Trustees officers 
are John Acosta, chair; LeRoy 
Lemos, vice-chair; Kathy Clenin, 
treasurer.  Kathy is responsible 
for paying our bills, working with 
the bar manager, and dealing with 
pull-tabs and the ATM machine. 

The Board of Trustees welcomed 
new member Sandy Hegwood.  
She will be the Board of Trustees 
Secretary and will be assigned to 
the Communications and Market-
ing position.   
 
Bar Operations continue to be a 
major focus for LeRoy Lemos.  
He has been successful scheduling 
entertainment through May 2011.  
Please become familiar with new 
bar prices, hall rental require-
ments and other uses of the hall.  
Please see Web page for informa-
tion.  (http://www.agif-
milehi.org) 
 
 

Cip Griego, Building Maintenance 
Trustee, has completed the paint-
ing of the kitchen, along with a 
new tile floor.  We have worked 
on the odor problem in the 
women’s restroom.  Our next 
items will be painting of the rest-
rooms and the fan in the kitchen. 
Cip will be reporting on the 
Tower at a later date. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ REPORT - JOHN ACOSTA, CHAIR 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

NOTICE 

Pursuant to the Board of Trustees’ action a $5.00 cover charge will be assessed whenever 
we have a band, including the Membership Birthday Party.  Members & their guests arriv-
ing  before  6:30pm will not pay the cover charge, anyone after 6:30pm pays $5.00 at the 
door.  
 
Membership Birthday Party only, members whose birthdays are in the current month, will 
NOT be asked  to pay a cover charge. 

THE MILE HI PLAYERS 

PRESENT 

“MEMORIES OF VIETNAM” 
Friday, April 29, 2011 - 7:00 p.m. 

(A Variety Show  and  Tribute - By Professional,  Somewhat Professional, or 

Amateur Actors, and Singers)    

Ticket Information: 303-458-1981  



Duty-Honor-Country 

VETERAN’S REPORT 

Specialist 5th Class  
Ricardo Carlos “Rich” Marin 

U.S. Army 1966-1969 
         (Man/child in the Promised Land) 

 
Rich Marin was born Arlen Dee 
Marin in Lehman Texas on Octo-
ber 12, 1946 to Arturo and Irene 
Marin.  He was one of twelve sib-
lings.  His odd Anglo name was 
given to him by a mid-wife and 
friend of Rich’s mother.  A few 
months later he was baptized Ri-

cardo Carlos Marin because his father was not happy 
with his given Anglo name and wanted to make sure 
his name reflected his true cultural heritage.  Today 
Ricardo Carlo Marin is known affectionately around 
the Mile High Chapter as Rich Marin. 
 
A year after his birth, the family who were migrant 
farm workers, relocated to Alliance Nebraska.  The 
family worked the fields of Nebraska for the next 
three years until his father got a job as a truck driver 
for the Alliance Lumber Yard.  His mother became a 
stay at home Mom where she cared for her chil-
dren’s needs. “She was born in Mexico and never 
learned to speak English, Rich recalls affectionately, 
but she was the best nurse one could ask for when 
we were sick.” 
 
Rich’s early years were spent like most country 
boys, hunting, hiking and going to the roller rink 
every Friday night, looking for girls.  His high school 
days were consumed with sports; baseball, wrestling 
and boxing.  So there in the heart of rural America 
Ricardo Carlos Marin hit home runs and scored 
knockdowns for his share of the American Dream. 
 
In another scenario he could have been the Chicano 
Ritchie Cunningham chumming around with Fonzie, 
cruising Main and eating burgers at Mel’s Diner, ex-

cept for one thing; his father died when Rich was 15 so 
after boxing, or baseball practice he helped out the fam-
ily by working at railroad loading dock, loading beans and 
other dry goods on to box cars. 
 
After high school he planned to join the Marines because 
like so many Chicanos back then he lacked the re-
sources to go to college but fate played a hand and he 
received his draft notice from the Army and did his basic 
training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
 
After basic he was off to Fort Lewis Washington for ad-
vanced infantry training.  Rich instinctively knew he was 
bound for Viet-Nam.  He arrived in Chu Che, Viet-Nam 
in March of 1966 and left in April of 1967.  After only six 
months in Viet-Nam due to attrition he found himself 
squad leader, a significant position for an eighteen year 
old to find himself in. 
 

He re-enlisted for another four years and was sent to 
Bamberg, Germany; after serving two more years he 
opted for an early out and was discharged on September 
16, 1969. 

 
For his service in Viet-Nam Rich Marin was awarded the 
Combat Infantry Badge, Purple Heart, Viet Nam Service 
Medal, Republic of Viet Nam Meritorious Medal, Repub-
lic of Viet Nam Campaign Medal, and Army Presidential 
Citation. 
 
It seems almost an unnatural act to pluck an eighteen 
year old from a rural setting and place him in harm’s way 
with nothing more to protect him than his DNA and 
innate skills. 
 
But relying solely on his early upbringing and his unshak-
able faith in God, Rich met his responsibility head on and 
eventually prevailed. He returned home safely, if 
changed, in 1969. 
 
After his discharge he came home to his wife and daugh-
ter. He worked for Coors three years in the  
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The newly incorporated Veterans 
Services Organization (VSO), 
which is in the process of apply-
ing for 501 (c) 3 status, will be 
working closely with the Mile 
High Chapter and its committees 
in on-going efforts to raise funds 
for services to veterans, scholar-
ships, etc. 
 
The Board of Directors for the 
VSO include Dianne Nino as 
Chair, Ernesto Torres as Vice-

Chair, Mary Acosta as Treasurer, 
Leroy Lemos as Secretary, Jerry 
Duran, Rich Gonzales, Cipriano 
Griego and Toby Rampa.  The 
Board thanks the committee for 
its persistence in getting the VSO 
to this benchmark, and specifi-
cally thanks and acknowledges 
the considerable time and effort 
Rich Gonzales has given to pre-
paring the articles of incorpora-
tion, by-laws, and the application 
to the IRS. 

 

 
Dianne Nino - Chair 

MILE HI  TO SUPPORT INDEPENDENT NON-PROFIT CORPORATION 
(501(c)3) 

VETERAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE - AL MUNIZ, CHAIR 

Beginning in January 2011, I was 
chosen to be the Chairman of 
the Veterans Committee, Jose 
Aguayo is Vice Chairman and 
John Delagarza is the Secretary.  
Jose is a man of many hats; he has 
also volunteered to be the Com-
mander of the Honor Guard.  
Ben Romero is in charge of the 
Veterans Display Cabinet and is 
also in charge of the Soldier Care 
Package program. Thanks to Ben 
care packages have been mailed 
to: 
 
PFC Justin Lee Jackson, U.S. 
Army,    Afghanistan  -  Nomi-
nated/Referred by  Magdalena 
Aguayo and  Juanita Cordova 
 
PFC Erich Martinez-Gallegos, U.S. 
Army, Iraq -  Nominated/

Referred by Debra Gallegos 
 
SFC Christopher Romero, U.S. 
Army, Afghanistan -  Nominated/
Referred by Ruby Gonzales 
 
SGT Desiree Turner, U.S. Army, 
Afghanistan -  Nominated/
Referred by Louise Griego 
 
The Veterans Committee hosted 
the Wednesday night hamburger 
dinners.  We had a lot of partici-
pation and a big thanks to all who 
helped. 
 
During the Months of February 
and March the Honor Guard was 
active performing burial ceremo-
nies for the father of Jose Marti-
nez and for William Trujillo and 
also posted colors and the Fed-
eral Heights Eagles Aerie 4019 

beginning ceremonies for their 
spring convention. 
 
Coming up in the immediate fu-
ture May 7,2011 will be a Zoot 
Suit Sale, thanks to Sergeant 
Dean (Nino) Sanchez and Leroy 
Lemos, who along the owner 
Craig Pena have been working to 
make this happen.  This is a fund-
raiser for the Veterans Commit-
tee who will receive 5% of the 
sales.   The sale will be from 
12:00 to 5:00.  I would like to 
encourage you all to come out 
and get your zoot suit, as this 
may be your last chance because 
Craig Pena is going out of busi-
ness. 
 

(Con’t pg. 10) 
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Ricardo Carlos “Rich” 
Marin - Con’t 
 
machine shop refinishing tools and 
after that was employed by Sund-
strand Aviation as a machinist. 
 
During this time he pursued the 
education that had eluded him after 
high school Metropolitan State Col-
lege. In 1979 he graduated with a 
BA in teaching and taught for DPS 
for 27 years until his retirement on 
December 16, 2003. 
 
Nowadays you will find Rich Marin 
doing what he can on behalf of vet-
erans whenever he can.  He is the 
currently this year’s Chaplin,   a po-
sition for which he is particularly 
well suited since he is a deeply reli-
gious and spiritual man.  He is hum-
ble, unpretentious and always ready 
to extend a helping hand. 
 
Rich Marin’s life philosophy is very 
simple; “treat others as you would 
like to be treated, play fair and fol-
low the rules.”  In today’s cyber and 
complicated world that seems al-
most passé but it’s what gets Rich 
Marin through each day and like 
they say;  “Why fix it if it ain’t bro-
ken?” 
 
El Veterano is proud to salute Rich 
Marin and thank him for his service 
and sacrifice in helping to provide 
the blanket of freedom under which 
we all  sleep. 
 
By Ricardo La Fore 

 

 

Deportation Postponed - 
Con’t 
 
In prior interviews with local media, 
Valente explained that the 1985 incident, 
to which he pled guilty although he pro-
vided no details about it, was "the result 
of having returned home from the battle-
field" and was linked to the serious medi-
cal problems he has had to deal with 
since serving in Vietnam. 
 
Manuel, meanwhile, said that he did not 
understand why there is still any doubt 
about his legal situation in the United 
States. In fact, he said, he was so confi-
dent that his case would be resolved 
easily that during his first two hearings 
before a federal judge in Denver he 
showed up without an attorney. 
 
The hearings, the apparent ambiguity of 
their immigration status and the sudden 
lack of valid documents has left the 
brothers "without any money, without a 
home and without even a bank account" 
because of the expenses they have in-
curred during the legal proceedings and 
because they don't have jobs, Manuel 
told local media. 
 
Because of that, Valente considered sui-
cide. And he probably would have killed 
himself if not for the intervention of his 
brother, who told him: "We have to put 
our uniforms on one more time, Valente. 
But this time, let's put them on for our-
selves." 
 
"If Homeland Security can do this to a 
veteran, what do you think they can do 
to a citizen? This is no way to treat peo-
ple who fought for this country," Manuel 
said. 
 
According to recent ICE figures, some 
3,000 war veterans are facing deporta-
tion proceedings. 

VET. AFFAIRS 
COMM.  - Con’t 
 
We have been invited by 
the Denver United Veter-
ans Council to participate 
in the Memorial Day Parade  
Saturday May 28.  We will 
march with the Skyline 
chapter. 

HONOR/COLOR GUARD  

 

MILE HI, GIRLS SCOUTS 
AND MILLER/COORS 
ANNUAL COOKIES TO 
THE TROOPS PRO-
GRAM 
 
I would like to acknowledge 
the  members and their 
relatives for so generously 
volunteering their time on 
March 29th.  We packed 87 
cases of Girl Scout cookies 
and that is 4800 to about 
50 soldiers at the Coors’ 
mail center.  This is our 
third year of volunteering 
to send cookies to our sol-
diers who do so much for 
us.  I think we did a great 
job this year and hope that 
we continue this in the fu-
ture.  Kay Martley, our con-
tact from the Girl Scouts 
sends her thanks for the 
wonderful job that we did. 
 
Louise Griego - Chair 



Cipriano Griego - Editor/Writer 
Dianne Nino - Asst. Editor 
Ricardo La Fore - Writer 

E-Mail: CipGriego1@msn.com 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia 

Founder 

DISCOUNT COUPON 
20% 

DISCOUNT ON FINAL FOOD 
PURCHASES 

(Excludes food and drink specials) 
The Best in Mexican Food 

Present to Wait Staff 

LOS AGAVES SUPPORTS THE MILE HI  

CHAPTER 

1703 Federal Blvd. 

The American GI Forum, a veterans fam-
ily organization since 1948 is the only Con-
gressionally Chartered non-profit Hispanic 
Veterans organization in the United States.  In 
1965, the Mile Hi Chapter was organized and 
constitutionally chartered as an affiliate member. 

OUR GOALS INCLUDE: 
 
 Protect and support veterans and families rights. 
 Provide veterans and families with resources in 

securing  their benefits. 
 Preserve the principles of democracy/political and 

religious beliefs. 
 Encourage and support improved educational op-

portunities for Hispanic youth. 
 Provide and secure funds for Scholarship Pro-

grams for Hispanics. 
 Assist disadvantaged senior citizens and youth. 
 Develop and support leadership programs for our 

youth. 
 Provide and support Hispanic issues. 

3031 W. 38th Avenue 
Denver, CO  80211 

Telephone: 303-458-1981 
Fax: 303-458-1579 

"Education is our Freedom and 
Freedom Should Be Everybody's 

Business" 
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