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SPECIAL SUMMER EDITION  

OVER SIXTY YEARS OF HISTORY 

[Printed by Permission of  the American 
GI Forum of Texas, Inc.]  
 
 On March 26, 1948, 700 Mexican-
American veterans, led by Dr. Hector P. 
Garcia, met in Corpus Christi and organ-
ized the American G.I.Forum, a civil-rights 
organization devoted to securing equal 
rights for Hispanic Americans. The first 
issue the forum dealt with was the failure 
of the Veterans Administration to deliver 
earned benefits through the G.I. Bill of 
Rights of 1944. After securing those bene-
fits, the forum addressed other veterans' 
concerns, such as hospital care and Mexi-
can-American representation on draft 
boards. In 1949 the director of the Rice 
Funeral Home in Three Rivers refused the 
use of his chapel for the funeral of Private 
Felix Longoria. Garcia and the Corpus 
Christi forum organized a widespread pro-
test that gained national attention. Eventu-
ally, through the intervention of Lyndon B. 
Johnson,  Longoria was buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery. The incident in Three 
Rivers established the forum as an effec-
tive civil-rights advocate for Hispanics and 
expanded the scope and nature of its ac-
tivities. 
 
The organizational structure promoted 
this goal. The local chapter was the basic 
unit; the membership of each local chapter 
had to be 75 percent veterans. Beyond the 
local chapter were the district, state, and 
(after 1958) national governing bodies. In 
some areas, auxiliary (female) or Women’s 
Chapter and Youth Chapters developed. 
The charter of each unit emphasized loy-
alty and patriotism. The forum also pro-
hibited official endorsement of a political 
party or candidate. This sanction blunted 
possible charges of bloc voting. Skills and 
experience developed in the forum were, 
however, applied by members in political 

campaigns. 
 
In 1954 forum lawyers, in conjunction with 
attorneys for the League of United Latin 
American Citizens successfully argued before 
the Supreme Court in Hernandez v. the State 
of Texas that Mexican Americans, although 
technically classified as Caucasian, suffered 
discrimination as a class and were entitled to 
the protection of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. In 1957 the Texas forum ended a ten-
year struggle when a federal court agreed that 
school segregation of Mexican-American chil-
dren in Texas schools was unjustified. In the 
same decade the forum helped thousands of 
Mexican Americans in the Rio Grande valley 
to register to vote, and incidents of police 
brutality were confronted in forum efforts. 

Health care and 
veterans' needs 
remained impor-
tant concerns, as 
did scholarship 
donations, back-to-
school drives, and 
the problems of 
migrant workers. 
 
In 1958 the Ameri-
can G.I. Forum 
became a national 
organization, and 
its members led 

Mexican Americans into national politics. In 
the 1960 presidential campaign Viva Kennedy-
Viva Johnson clubs,  
administered by forum and LULAC leaders, 
helped to win Texas and New Mexico for 
John F. Kennedy. Robert Kennedy stated that 
the Spanish-speaking vote won the election 
for his brother. Although the Kennedy ad-
ministration did not reciprocate with much 
federal aid, the Johnson administration did. 
The G.I. Forum played a significant role in the 
application of Great Society programs in the 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia, 
 

 

 

 

 

WINE TASTING PARTY 

For the Best in Wine, 
Cheese, and Bread 

Mark your Calendars for 
August 15, 2010 

For Further Information 
Contact John Acosta 



Hamburger 
Night every 
Wednesday 

- Karaoke - be-
gins at 6:30 

JOIN THE “EL VETER-
ANO” NEWS LETTER 
TEAM 
We are seeking Volun-
teers to help us with the 
Newsletter.  If you 
would like to be a con-
tributing writer, editor, 
photographer, layout 
person, etc., please con-
tact Cipriano Griego 

MEXICAN  
HAMBURGER 

NIGHT  -  THE 1ST WEDNESDAY 
OF EACH MONTH 

The Mile Hi Chapter Executive Board 
Sponsors Raffle  

REMINDER 

GENERAL MEMBER-
SHIP MEETING - THE 
2ND THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

6:30 P.M. 

YOUR VOICE COUNTS 

 
As the Commander of 
the Mile High I have 
had the pleasure of be-
ing a part of a very ac-
tive chapter, these ac-
tivities would not be 
possible with out the 
efforts of our volun-
teers, who have 
worked together for 
the betterment of our 
Chapter and Commu-
nity. Our volunteers 
consist of both boards, 
Executive and Trustee, 
our committees; Educa-
tion, Veterans, Mem-
bership, Mile High Play-
ers  (No Talent Show) , 
members and their 
families. 
 
Our volunteers have 
participated in the fol-
lowing on going events. 
 

    Wednesday Hamburger 
Night & Karaoke 

 Friday Night Dances 
    Monthly Membership         
Birthday Dance. 
    VA Hospital - Monthly 
Root Beer Social & Karaoke  
 Color/Honor Guard 
 
Community Involvement  
 
 Valentine’s and St Pat-

rick’s Day Dances 

 9 News Health Fair   
 Pisan and Pisano’s Italian 

Dinner 
 Cino de Mayo – Beer 

booths, proceeds go 
towards scholarships 

 Enchilada Open Golf 
Tournament – proceeds 
go towards scholarships 

 21 Gun Funeral Salutes 
– Honor Guard  

 Memorial Day Parade 
– Color Guard & 
members of the Mile 
High and Skyline 

 La Alma Park – Com-
munity BBQ – Mile 
High assisted with the 
children’s  games and 
jumping castles  

For those of you who are 
new to the Forum I would 
hope that this Special Edi-
tion of our Newsletter 
will assist you in under-
standing the history of the 
American GI Forum. 
 
Our accomplishments 
have been many, however, 
we should not rest on our 
laurels.  
 
We need to strive to im-
prove our Chapter, serve 
our Veterans and our 
Community.    
 

Commander’s Report - Ernie Torres 
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 Sixty Two Years of History - (Continued) 

barrios, and for the first time Latin Ameri-
cans were appointed to influential  
positions and agencies.  
(Continued on Page 3) 
When Johnson established the first cabi-
net-level office for Hispanic issues, he se-
lected a former national chairman of the 
G.I. Forum, Vicente Ximenes, for the posi-
tion. The American G.I. Forum continued 
its work through the 1970s with such ef-
forts as the first application of the due-
process clause of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment to de facto Mexican-American 
school segregation in Corpus Christi. In 
1983 Garcia received an award for distin-
guished accomplishment from President 
Ronald Reagan. [Reprinted from The Handbook of 
Texas on Line: http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/
online/articles/AA/voa1.html] 
 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia - Our Founder 
 

(1914 to 1990) 
 

Hector Garcia was a medical doctor, 
WWII veteran, Hispanic civil rights leader, 
and organizer of the American G.I. Forum. 
Hector P. Garcia was born in Mexico and 
moved with his parents after the Mexican 
Revolution to the lower Rio Grande Val-
ley. His father operated a dry goods store 
and Hector and the other children picked 
cotton to supplement the family income. 
He went on to college, hitch-hiking to 
Edinburgh Junior College each day and 
went on to graduate with a medical de-
gree from the University of Texas.  
Hector Garcia served during WWII where 
he rose to the rank of Major. He realized 
on his return to the U.S. that conditions 
for Mexican Americans had not improved 
significantly. Mexican Americans were 
barred from restaurants, swimming pools, 
and hospitals and there were restrictions 
on voting, holding office and employment. 
From his personal experiences with segre-
gation and poverty, Dr. Garcia understood 
the injustices and became determined to 
eliminate them.  
 
In 1948 he founded the American G.I. Fo-
rum, an organization that was to have a 
nationwide impact. Under his leadership, 

Mexican Americans achieved rights in health 
care, education, labor agreements and the 
court system. Dr. Garcia’s humanitarian con-
cerns made him a national figure; he was ap-
pointed alternate ambassador to the United 
Nations and became the first Mexican Ameri-
can to serve on the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights.  
 

Ken Burns and the Documentary 
“The War” 

 
Ken Burns (born July 29, 1953) is an Ameri-
can   director and producer of documentary films 
who is known for his style of making use of archi-
val footage and photographs. Among his most no-
table PBS productions are The Civil War (1990), 
Baseball (1994), Jazz (2001),  The War (2007).  
 
Burns's documentaries have been nominated 
for two Academy Awards (Brooklyn Bridge in 
1982 and The Statue of Liberty in 1986) and 
have won seven Emmy Awards 
 
The War is a seven-part American World War II 
documentary television miniseries that  
premiered on September of 2007.  
 
This important historical  record failed in its at-
tempt  to portray  all those individuals who fought 
and died for our country.  
 
In March of 2007, the Mile Hi Chapter was made 
aware that  this documentary purported to de-
scribe the feelings and horror of war through the 
eyes of those individuals who participated. 
 
Glaringly missing was the contributions of the 
500,000 Hispanic/Latino individuals who fought and 
died in defense of our Nation during WWII.  
 
As a result of this omission, the Mile Hi Chapter 
submitted to the National Conference a Resolu-
tion objecting to this documentary and requesting 
a National boycott of the Public Broadcasting Sys-
tem.  
 
As a result, the National led the a protest of this 
documentary, which led to a modification and addi-
tion to the film that included Hispanic/Latino indi-
viduals. 

******** 
JOE P. MARTINEZ  

MEDAL OF HONOR  
Citation: 
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For conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity above and beyond the call of 
duty in action with the enemy. Over 
a period of several days, repeated 
efforts to drive the enemy from a 
key defensive position high in the 
snow-covered precipitous moun-
tains between East Arm Holtz Bay 
and Chichagof Harbor had failed. 
On 26 May 1943, troop dispositions 
were readjusted and a trial coordi-
nated attack on this position by a 
reinforced battalion was launched. 
Initially successful, the attack hesi-
tated. In the face of severe hostile 
machine gun, rifle, and mortar fire, 
Pvt. Martinez, an automatic rifleman, 
rose to his feet and resumed his 
advance. Occasionally he stopped to 
urge his comrades on. His example 
inspired others to follow. After a 
most difficult climb, Pvt. Martinez 
eliminated resistance from part of 
the enemy position by BAR fire and 
hand grenades, thus assisting the 
advance of other attacking elements. 
This success only partially com-
pleted the action. The main Holtz-
Chichagof Pass rose about 150 feet 
higher, flanked by steep rocky ridges 
and reached by a snow-filled defile. 
Passage was barred by enemy fire 
from either flank and from tiers of 
snow trenches in front. Despite 
these obstacles, and knowing of 
their existence, Pvt. Martinez again 
led the troops on and up, personally 
silencing several trenches with BAR 
fire and ultimately reaching the pass 
itself. Here, just below the knifelike 
rim of the pass, Pvt. Martinez en-
countered a final enemy-occupied 
trench and as he was engaged in 
firing into it he was mortally 
wounded. The pass, however, was 
taken, and its capture was an impor-
tant preliminary to the end of or-
ganized hostile resistance. 
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American GI Forum: Our Tejano Legends 

By Daisy Wanda Garcia 

 
[This article is reprinted, in part, 
from the American GI Forum of 
Texas Annual Conference Brochure. 
 - Ms. Daisy Wanda Garcia was 
born in Naples, Italy to Dr. Hec-
tor P. Garcia and Wanda Fusillo 
Garcia.  She attended Incarnate 
Word Academy High School in 
Corpus Christi, Texas and re-
ceived a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
Zoology and Chemistry from 
the University of Texas at Aus-
tin.] 

We have all heard the expres
sion, "There are no accidents." 
The truth is all that we experi
ence is by plan, and so is what 
we attract to our physical 
world. I have always believed 
that God sends special people 
to this earth to accomplish spe-
cific work on this earth and the 
right people and circumstances 
turn up to help with the effort. 

My father Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
belonged to this category of spe
cial people. Papa's mission was 
the liberation of the Mexican 
American people from their 
oppressive reality. Early on, he 
knew he had a mission to help 
his people. 

In the 40s and 50s, the quality 
of life was dim for Mexican 

He joined the U.S. Army and served 
in the European theatre in the in-
fantry, the Corps of Engineers, and 
in the Medical Corps. Dr. Garcia 
earned the Bronze Star with six bat-
tle stars for his bravery during the 
war.   Later after being honorably 
discharged he returned to Corpus 
Christi to begin his private medical 
practice. 

He became a doctor for the Veter-
ans Administration where he soon 
learned about the plight of the vet-
eran to obtain benefits. He was 
instrumental in desegregating the 
Nueces county hospital system and 
the Naval Air Station hospital. 

Dr. Garcia organized the American 
G.I. Forum to help the veterans.   
Later, the AGIF became involved 
with desegregating the school sys-
tems and the obtaining equity for 
Mexican Americans in the court sys-
tem.  The American G.I. Forum is a 
national organization. 

 
Dr. Garcia was recognized world 
wide for his work. The lists of hon-
ors are so numerous, that I will 
not mention them.  The award 
that meant the most to him was 
the Medal of Freedom award 
given to him by President Ronald 
Reagan.  He told the President, 
"Now I feel that I have truly ar
rived as an American.” 

 
Dr. Garcia is a model for us all and 
the embodiment of the American 
Dream. 
 
Dr. Clotilda P. Garcia 
 

When Dr. Cleo came into my 
life when I was a child.  Cleo was 
pursuing higher education and 

Americans. They attended segre-
gated schools, rarely completed 
grammar school, could not hope to 
get a fair trial by jury, and could 
only aspire to hold menial jobs. The 
poll tax kept low-income Hispanics 
from voting. 

Even Mexican American students 
who spoke English were placed in 
segregated schools. 

This is the world my father was born 
into and these conditions provided 
him with the impetus to make the 
world better not only for him but 
for his people. 

My Papa was not the only one cho-
sen for this mission.  Among the Te-
janos were Dr. Hector P. Garcia, Dr. 
Clotilde Garcia, Gustavo Garcia, Dr. 
George I. Sanchez, Cristobal Aldrete, 
Ed Idar, and James DeAnda. Vicente 
Ximenes who met my father in Cor-
pus Christi, Texas returned to his 
home and blazed a path in New 
Mexico by working on desegregation 
issues. Together with Louis and Isa-
bella Telles they started the Ameri-
can GI Forum in a Second State. 
These men had special skills needed 
to meet challenges in the areas of 
health, education and law. 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
Dr. Hector worked tirelessly on his 
mission to improve the lot of the 

Mexican American 
People. He attended 
segregated schools 
in Mercedes Texas.  
He graduated at the 
top of his class at 
the University of 
Texas at Austin and 
UTMB in Galveston. 

Daisy Wanda Garcia 
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"Benemerenti" Pontifical Decoration 
Medal. Being a single mother and a pio-
neer in a field dominated by males in-
spires us to climb over the barriers. 

 
In 1984, Dr. Cleo was inducted into 
the first Texas Women's Hall of Fame.  
She was recognized for her service as a 
doctor and for her concern for the 
needs of Mexican-American people.  
She is a pioneer for all women. 

Gustavo Garcia 
When Attorney Gustavo Garcia "Gus" 
came in my life, he had long and distin-
guished list of accomplishments in the 
work of desegregating schools in Texas 
and other states. He became first lieu-
tenant in the United States Army, and 
was stationed in Japan with the judge 
advocate corps. In 1949, he repre-
sented the family of Pvt. Felix 
Longoria. From 1951to 1952, he was 
the legal ladvisor for the AGIR In 
1952, Garcia was an attorney in the 
case of Hernandez v. State of Texas. 
The case eventually went before the 
Supreme Court. 

Gustavo argued that Hernandez was 
denied a fair trial because an all white 

jury decided the trial. Garcia pre-
sented such a brilliant case that Chief 
Justice Warren allowed him an extra 
15 minutes to present his arguments.  
Gustavo Garcia died before his time. A 
brilliant career cut short because of 
personal demons. As I reflect on Gus' 
life, I wonder whether his life might 

have ended differently if he had not 
dealt with issues degrading his peo-
ple. His memory will always haunt 
me. 

Dr. George I. Sanchez 

Dr. George I. Sanchez dedicated his 
life to improving the educational 
opportunities for Hispanics. He 
questioned school funding, the use 
of standardized tests, segregation 
based on non-proficiency in English 
and other discriminatory practices 
against Spanish speaking school chil-
dren.  While in New Mexico, Dr. 
Sanchez challenged the use of stan-
dardized tests with Spanish-speaking 

children and 
equalization of 
school funding 
in the school 
system. His suc-
cess came at a 
personal price, 
though. 

The opposing 
side used their 
influence to 
withhold a ten-

ured position at the University of 
New Mexico. One door closed and 
another door opened. In 1940, San-
chez accepted an invitation from 
the University of Texas at Austin 
to teach Latin American Studies 
where he remained until his death 
in 1972. 

Cristobal Aldrete 

Papa always said that Cris single 
handedly desegregated the Del Rio 
ISO.  In fact, Cris had a long history 
of being involved in school de
segregation cases. In 1949, he 
lodged a complaint with the Texas 
Department of Education against 
the segregated Del Rio school sys-
tem on behalf of the Alba Club 
founded by Cris.  Ultimately, the 
state required that public schools in 

raising her son 
Tony Canales.  
She wanted to 
attend Medical 
School but did 
not know if she 
could afford it. 
Dr. Hector, her 
brother inspired 
her and she ap-

plied. Cleo graduated at the top 
of her class and returned to Cor-
pus Christi Texas to practice 
medicine. During the span of her 
long career she delivered 
10,000 babies. 

 
Cleo actively promoted research, 
collection and development of 
genealogical data on Spanish/
Mexican settlers of South Texas.  
She amassed a huge collection 
of genealogical books from Spain 
about one thousand volumes she 
used during research. She do-
nated the collection to the library 
at Texas A&M University because 
she believed in the importance of 
taking pride in our roots and cul-
ture. Dr. CIeo was a role model 
for us. She held traditional beliefs, 
yet was a trailblazer. Dr. Cleo 
served on the Del Mar Board of 
regents for 22 years.  
 
She served on various state com-
missions.  She was an accomplished 
historian writing 10 books about 
the history of northeastern Mexico 
and South Texas. In 1990, United 
States Senator Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr. 
honored Dr. Cleo as "A rediscoverer 
of Texas”.  

 
Juan Carlos I, King of Spain pre
sented Dr. Cleo with the order of 
Isabella the Catholica in honor of 
her work and contribution to our 
Spanish American heritage. 

 
In 1990, His Holiness Pope John Paul 
II awarded Dr. Cleo with the 
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Texas end seg-
regation based 
on national ori-
gin by Septem-
ber of 1949. 
Cris was in-
volved in the 
case of Delgado 
v. Bastrop Inde
pendent School 
District.  

Aldrete was one of five attorneys 
representing Hernandez on behalf 
of the AGIF and LULAC in Hernan
dez v. State of Texas.  Cris soon 
found Dr. Hector. In August 1952, 
he and Dr. Hector P. Garcia, trav
eled throughout the Southwest 
promoting the organization to 
make the organization national in 
scope. They traveled through four 
states and organized AGIF chapters 
in 19 cities in two weeks. Cris 
served for many elected officials 
throughout his distinguished public 
service career. 

I became acquainted with Cris 
while he served in the American 
G.I. Forum (AGIF), as State Chair-
man in 1953.   Later I had the 
honor of working with Cris for 
several years when he worked for 
U.S. Senator Lloyd M Bentsen Jr.  
We lost touch when he retired 
from the Senate office.  The last 
time I saw Cris, he was battling 
liver cancer.  Always the optimist, 
Cris said he was looking for a job. 
He died 5 months after I saw him in 
1991. 

 
Ed Idar 
I never became close to Ed, but re-
member seeing him at the AGIF 
conventions. He served as State 
Chairman.  Later I could hear his 
name in ;conversation.  Ed was born 
into of a family of political activists. 
Idar's father, aunt and grandfather 
were both newspaper printers 
before and after the Mexican Revo-
lution. In 1938, Idar served as a 
civilian employee and soldier of the 

U.S. Army, working in England, India 
and China in the 1940s. While in 
China, Idar earned both the Bronze 

Star and the 
Army Commen-
dation Medal, and 
rose to the rank 
of Technical Ser-
geant. He was 
honorably dis-
charged from the 
service in 1946. 

Idar earned his 
Bachelor of Arts 
in journalism at 

The University of Texas at Austin in 
1949. At UT, he was a member of 
the Alba and Laredo clubs, and began 
to work with Hector P. Garcia dur-
ing the founding of the American G.I. 
Forum (AGIF). 

Idar served as both chairman and 
executive secretary of the AGIF in 
Texas. There, he and others worked 
towards increasing the Mexican 
American influence in the political 
arena, and fought against segregation 
in the schools. Idar graduated from 
the University Of Texas School Of 
Law, and eventually set up his own 
legal practices in McAllen and later 
San Angelo. 

In 1970, Idar became an attorney 
for the Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Education Fund (MALDEF).  
While with MALDEF, he worked on 
several civil rights cases, including 
Regester v. Bullock, a case that 
brought about single-member legis-
lative districts in Bexar County. 

In 1974, Idar took the position of 
Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Texas, and assisted in sev-
eral police brutality cases. Idar ar-
gued the landmark prison rights case 
in Ruiz v. Estelle on the side of the 
Texas Department of Corrections. 

In retirement, Idar stayed involved 
in various Mexican American interest 
groups and participated in talks and 

panels on education and civil 
rights. Idar died on 11 October 
2003, at the age of 82. 
 
James DeAnda  
 
"Jimmy", was what family mem-
bers called him when he would 
come to v i s i t  us.   He had this 
standing joke. He would hold his 
arm at shoulder level and then say 
the he would marry Cecilia my 
sister when she grew that high.  
His easy manner and jovial ap-
pearance concealed a razor sharp 
intellect, which made him succeed 

in legal battles. 
Papa met DeAnda 
while he was 
working for Carlos 
Cadena writing 
briefs for Hernan-
dez v. State of 
Texas.  Later, 
DeAnda served as 
legal councel for 

the American G.I. Forum.   Both 
Papa and DeAnda formed a life-
long friendship that lasted until 
his death in 1996. 

DeAnda challenged substandard 
schooling for Mexican American 
children, voting rights, and em-
ployment cases.   He helped to 
establish, the Mexican American 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund.  James DeAnda, served as 
one of the lawyers on the Hernan-
dez Texas.  This ruling was signifi-
cant because it gave Mexican 
Americans status as a distinct le-
gal classification entitled to equal 
protection under the Constitu-
tion. Later, Mr. DeAnda handled a 
series of important school deseg-
regation cases, among them Her-
nandez v. Driscoll Independent 
School District in 1956. It chal-
lenged a school system that  

[Continued on page 8] 
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“Honoring Our Legends” 



push ahead in seeking to defend the 
rights of Mexican Americans in an 
increasingly larger scale. 

Nothing motivated the organi
zation's work more than the Felix 
Longoria controversy of early 
1949. 

The refusal to wake a soldier 
killed in action during the last days 
of the war by a Three Rivers Fu-
neral Home prompted Dr. Garcia 
and the American GI Forum to take 
action and take on the issue. With 
Garcia in control, he appealed to 
the local Funeral director with no 
results, as the funeral director 
held firm.   Dr. Garcia not one to 
stand idly by on a matter of such 
disregard for the rights and integ-
rity of veteran, pursued the mat-
ter with telegrams to the Texas 
Congressional Delegation in Wash-
ington, among them a newly elected 
Texas Senator, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

The result was a hero's burial at 
Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington D.C.  It also resulted in 
the emergence of a strong voice for 
Mexican-American Veterans and the 
beginning of many battles involving 
desegregation of schools, places of 
business, ending job discrimination 
and involving more Latinos in areas 
not traditionally open to them. To 
this end more Mexican American 
everywhere turned to Dr. Garcia 
and the Forum in their pur-
suit for equality.  
 
The fight to desegrate schools as 
mentioned by Wanda, the fight led 
by R.P. 'Bob' Sanchez in south Texas 
to get voters out by helping them 
pay their poll tax, and later to 
eliminate this unfair tax that kept 
us and other minorities from the 
ballot boxes. 
Just recently many Forumeers from 

required children from Spanish 
speaking families to spend three 
years in the first grade because of a 
presumed need to learn English. 

In 1979, Mr. DeAnda was ap
pointed by President Carter to the 
federal bench in the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas. He was the nation's 
second Mexican American federal 
judge and served for 13 years, in-
cluding four as chief judge.   
DeAnda died in 2006. 

The sacrifices and work of all 
these men opened many doors for 
Mexican Americans.   Let us never 
forget them and let us ensure that 
history does not.  As Papa used to 
say, "Que Dios los bendiga."  
 
AGIF BEGINS  
 

Early in 1948, 34-old Dr. Hector P. 
Garcia and over 700 veterans met at 
Lamar School Auditorium in Corpus 
Christi Texas to address the needs 
of the returning veterans and their 
families. The group voted to form a 
permanent group and elected Hec-
tor Garcia as its leader. 
 
With purpose and pride, the group 
adopted the name of the American 
GI Forum with the absence of eth-
nic identification to prove that they 
were Americans and proud of it. GI 
was the term used for the common 
soldier and Forum was the group's 
commitment to open public debate. 

With a constitution a logo was de-
veloped, patriotic in nature with the 
colors red, white and blue and 13 
stars representing the original 13 
colonies, but the 13th star appeared 
in the middle area above the organ-
izational name symbolizing the star of 
David on top convey the organiza
tion's religious conscience. 

Early on they developed a commit-
ment of non-violence—a concept 
developed by Mahatma Gandhi in In-
dia and ahead of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.—ahead of its time in 1948. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Garcia 
the Forum began pressuring the VA 
for benefits that had all but been 
denied to Mexican American Veter-
ans. 

These gains prompted the growth of 
the Forum as Mexican Americans in 
other areas began to hear of the 
gains and successes of the Corpus 
Christi group and by July of 1948 
similar groups had been formed in 
eleven towns surrounding Corpus 
Christi. By December of the same 
year, forty Texas Communities had 
an American GI Forum Chapter. 

This movement forward encour
aged Dr. Garcia and his groups to 
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throughout Texas gathered at the un-
veiling ceremony of a Historical 
Marker at the Funeral Home that 
years earlier had denied a hero burial 
services. 
Mr. Santiago Hernandez undertook the 
task of finally getting the marker, 
something to remember our history. 
Many people have served the American 
GI Forum in many parts of Texas and 
in other states. Many deserve their 
rightful place in the history of our 
organization. People from California, 
Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Wyoming, Utah, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio, Florida, Tennessee, 
Virginia, Washington, Washington D.C. 
England, Germany, and Puerto Rico. 
From the plight of the Farm worker 
in California, the struggles in Berkeley, 
San Francisco, San Jose, and in Colo-
rado, the Coors Boycott; opposition 
in New Mexico of the carrying of the 
American Flag by 'Mexican Boys'; 
fighting poll tax and the desegregation 
of schools in south Texas and our con-
tinued effort to build a Veterans' Hos-
pital in South Texas. 

We have also acquired many positive 
examples of American GI Forum run 
programs. Most significantly, SER, Jobs 
for Progress and the National Veterans 
Outreach Program. Both being run by 
longtime Forumeers, Mr. Igancio Sala-
zar President and CEO for SER and 
Carlos Martinez, President and CEO for 
NVOP. 

During our legislative session in Texas, 
our legislative committee spends 
hours each  day at the state capitol 
advocating and offering testimony . . 
., for veterans rights, education, and 
other issues relevant to our commu-
nity. Many members travel from other 
parts of the state to participate in the 
legislative process. 
We have made friends with corpora-

tions, lawmakers and other organizations 
so that we can better server our veter-
ans and their families. We will continue 
with a legacy started by Dr. Garcia and 
our early legends so that Veterans that 
follow us will have role models, just as 
we did. . . .  
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E-Mail: CipGriego1@msn.com 

Dr. Hector P. Garcia 

Founder 
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The American GI Forum, a veterans fam-
ily organization since 1948 is the only Con-
gressionally Chartered non-profit Hispanic 
Veterans organization in the United States.  In 
1965, the Mile Hi Chapter was organized and 
constitutionally chartered as an affiliate member. 

OUR GOALS INCLUDE: 
 
 Protect and support veterans and families rights. 
 Provide veterans and families with resources in 

securing  their benefits. 
 Preserve the principles of democracy/political and 

religious beliefs. 
 Encourage and support improved educational op-

portunities for Hispanic youth. 
 Provide and secure funds for Scholarship Pro-

grams for Hispanics. 
 Assist disadvantaged senior citizens and youth. 
 Develop and support leadership programs for our 

youth. 
 Provide and support Hispanic issues. 

3031 W. 38th Avenue 
Denver, CO  80211 

Telephone: 303-458-1981 
Fax: 303-458-1579 

"Education is our Freedom and 
Freedom Should Be Everybody's 

Business" 

We’re on the 
web:http://www.agif-
milehi.org 

Mile Hi Chapter of the 
American GI Forum 

 DISCOUNT COUPON  

20%  
DISCOUNT ON FINAL FOOD  

PURCHASE  
(Excludes food and drink specials) 

The Best in Mexican Food 


