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other than English; 
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
was named member of the 
Texas Advisory Committee to 
the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights; 
  
Whereas President Reagan 
presented Dr. Hector Garcia 
the Nation’s highest civilian 
award, the Medal of Freedom, 
in 1984 for meritorious service 
to his country, the first Mexi-
can-American to receive this 
recognition; and 
  
Whereas Pope John Paul II 
recognized him with the Pon-
tifical Equestrian Order of 
Pope Gregory the Great:  
  
Now, therefore, be it Re-
solved by the House of Represen-
tatives (the Senate concurring),  
 
That Congress— 
  
(1) encourages—   

 (A) teachers of primary 
schools and secondary 
schools to launch educa-
tional campaigns  to inform 
students about the lifetime 
of accomplishments by Dr. 
Hector Garcia; and 

  
(B) all people of the United 
States to educate themselves 
about the legacy of Dr. Hec-
tor Garcia; and 

  
(2) recognizes the leadership 
and historical contributions of 
Dr. Hector Garcia to the His-
panic community and his re-
markable efforts to combat 
racial and ethnic discrimination 
in the United States of Amer-
ica  

     Dr. Hector P. Garcia Honored   
     by the United States Congress 
  

111 TH CONGRESS 
UNITED STATES HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES  
CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 222 
Mr. ORTIZ submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
and in addition to the Commit-
tee on Education and Labor, 
for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the commit-
tee concerned.  
CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 
Recognizing the leadership and 
historical contributions of Dr. 
Hector Garcia to the Hispanic 
community and his remarkable 
efforts to combat racial and 
ethnic discrimination in the 
United States of America.  
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
changed the lives of Americans 
from all walks of life; 
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
was born in Mexico on January 
17, 1914, and immigrated to 
Mercedes, Texas, in 1918; 
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
is an honored alumnus of the 
School of Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical 
Branch, Class of 1940; 
 
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
fought in World War II, specifi-
cally in North Africa and Italy, 
attained the rank of Major, and 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
with six battle stars; 
  
Whereas once the Army 
discovered he was a physician, 

Dr. Hector Garcia was asked to 
practice his profession by treat-
ing his fellow soldiers; 
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
moved to Corpus Christi, 
Texas, after the war, and 
opened a medical practice; 
rarely charged his indigent pa-
tients, and was recognized as a 
passionate and dedicated physi-
cian; 
  
Whereas he first became 
known in south Texas for his 
public health messages on the 
radio with topics ranging from 
infant diarrhea to tuberculosis; 
  
Whereas Dr. Hector Garcia 
continued his public service and 
advocacy and became founder of 
the American G. I. Forum, a 
Mexican-American veterans 
association, which initiated 
countless efforts on behalf of 
Americans to advance opportu-
nities in health care, veterans 
benefits, and civil rights equality; 
 
Whereas his civil rights move-
ment would then grow to also 
combat discrimination in hous-
ing, jobs, education, and voting 
rights; 
  
Whereas President Kennedy 
appointed Dr. Hector Garcia a 
member of the American Treaty 
Delegation for the Mutual De-
fense Agreement between the 
United States and the Federa-
tion of the West Indies; 
  
Whereas in 1967, President 
Lyndon Johnson appointed Dr. 
Hector Garcia as alternate am-
bassador to the United Nations 
where he gave the first speech 
by an American before the 
United Nations in a language 
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Hamburger 
Night every 
Wednesday 

- Karaoke - be-
gins at 6:30 

JOIN THE “EL VETER-
ANO” NEWS LETTER 
TEAM 
We are seeking Volun-
teers to help us with the 
Newsletter.  If you 
would like to be a con-
tributing writer, editor, 
photographer, layout 
person, etc., please con-
tact Cipriano Griego 

MEXICAN  
HAMBURGER 

NIGHT  -  THE 1ST WEDNESDAY 
OF EACH MONTH 

News From Your Youth Corner 

REMINDER 

GENERAL MEMBER-
SHIP MEETING - THE 
2ND THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

6:30 P.M. 

YOUR VOICE COUNTS 

Danielle Hernandez 
Youth Chair 

Commander’s Report - Ernie Torres 

     Our Youth Chapter 
and its success is one of the 
Mile Hi Chapter goals in 
2010.  As in our own 
homes, youth look for help 
from the leaders of the fam-
ily.  So now in 2010, our 
Forum and Women Chap-
ters will be helping the 
Youth Chapter as much as 
we are able. 
     As the Youth Chapter 
Coordinator/Advisor, I am 
reaching out to all members 
for help.  I am looking for 
two Women Chapter mem-
bers and two Forum Chap-
ter members to complete a 
Youth Committee.  Our 
Youth Chapter Chair is 
Danielle Hernandez, who is 
also looking forward to 
working with a positive 
group of people who want 

to meet our goal of a produc-
tive and quality Youth Chap-
ter. 
     If you have a young person
(s) in your family or acquaint-
ance who you think would like 
to participate in a creative, 
productive, and volunteered 
themed youth group, please 
contact me or the Youth 
Chapter Chair, Danielle Her-
nandez. 
     Here are a few things in 
our 2010 list to accomplish:  

1) double Youth member-
ship 

2) enhance the benefits of 
belonging to Mile Hi Youth 
Chapter 

3) reach out to families 
and children of our Veterans’ 

4) identify issues affecting 
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As I reported in Feb-
ruary’s Newsletter, 
the Executive Board 
has evaluated the 
Membership Survey 
and found that over 
all, the results were 
positive. There were 
73 responses, from 
about 200 emails that 
were sent out, which 
give us a 36.5% re-
turn. 
 
Typically, when con-
ducting surveys, a 
10% return is consid-
ered a good response 

rate. I know this to be 
true of typical paper 
based surveys. 
 
There was no identifica-
tion tracked from those 
that responded. 
 
I hope those that re-
sponded to the survey,  
took the option to review 
it on–line, after it was 
submitted. 
 
The Membership Hand-
book is currently being 
edited for final review, a 
page has been created on 

our web site for all 
members to access 
on-line, to view and /or 
print out the handbook. 
 
As soon as the Execu-
tive Board has approved 
the Handbook, a link to 
the Member Handbook 
 will be provided from 
the home page of the 
AGIF website. 
 
Once again, I would re-
quest any ideas you may 
have to improve the Fo-
rum. 
 
 

young students 
5) learn about Dr. Hector 

P. Garcia, American GI Forum 
founder 

6) meet and communicate 
with former Youth Chapter 
members, and 

7) have fun !!!!! 

 
WE ARE ALL PROUD OF 
OUR YOUTH, SO LET’S HELP 
THEM !!! 
REMEMBER, THEY WILL 
CARRY THE AMERICAN GI 
FORUM TORCH FORWARD. 

Youth Advisor, 
Roberta A. Vigil Moreno, 
home phone 720-379-6151, 
email Roberta-
moreno@rocketmail.com 



Many will be shocked to 
find, 

When the day of judg-
ment nears, 

That there's a special 
place in Heaven, 

Set aside for volunteers. 

 . . . Author Unknown 

CHECK OUR WEB SITE: 

http://www.agif-
milehi.org 
For Calendar of Events 
and Other Information. 

Women’s Chapter Report - Mary Acosta 
Women continue to support 
Veterans, our youth chapter, 
and our community through 
our participation in various 
activities such as the Veterans’ 
quarterly care package pro-
gram, the VA socials, the up-
coming Welcome Home Event 
to honor Iraqi, Afghan, and 
Gulf War Veterans, the Cesar 
Chavez celebration, the 
9Health Fair and the MillerCo-
ors Veterans Girl Scout 
Cookie program.   
 
Several AGIF Mile High 

women and members volun-
teered at the 9Health Fair on 
the morning of April 17 held at 
St. Anthony’s Hospital under the 
leadership of Gloria Raigoza.  
Another group of Mile High vol-
unteers helped package cookies 
at MillerCoors. 
 
Women representing the Mile 
High Chapter at the Mid-Year 
Conference held in San Antonio 
March 18-20 were Kathy Clenin, 
Louise Griego, Dottie Bruton, 
and Mary Acosta.  Keynote 
Speaker at the Women’s Lunch-

eon was Dr. Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez who spoke about in-
terviewing Dr. Hector P. Garcia, 
and the U.S. Latino & Latina 
WWII Oral History Project. 
 
The next scheduled meeting will be 
Tuesday, May 25, 6:30 PM at the 
Mile High Chapter.  We invite all 
women to attend the meetings, to 
get involved with our various activi-
ties, to support veterans and our 
youth group and the community. 
 

Education Committee Report - John Acosta 
The Education Commit-
tee has been working on 
several projects, including 
Wednesday Night  Ham-
burger Night and prepa-
ration for the Enchilada 
Open.  We have been 
assured of at least one 
booth at the Cinco de 
Mayo event on the week-
end of May 8 and 
9.  Century Club letters 

have been mailed and we 
are preparing for accept-
ing applications  for schol-
arships.  
  
This window will be open 
from May 1 until July 
15  Scholarships are of-
fered to Club members 
and their families and are 
not generally offered to 
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the general commu-
nity.  Non-club members 
must have a Club  spon-
sor.  Next meeting will 
be Tuesday, May 4 at 
6:30 at the club.  

******* 
(See: Page 5, for infor-
mation regarding the 
Enchilada Open.) 

Mile Hi Members Assist MillerCoors  
As part of MillerCoors 
Veterans Group program 
of sending Girls Scout 
Cookies to our Armed 
Forces, members of the 
Mile Hi Chapter volun-
teered to pack and ship  
boxes.  
 
Under the coordination 
of Louise Griego, ten 

members appeared at 
MillerCoors facility. They 
packed and shipped 3600 
boxes of girl scout cook-
ies in 102 shipping boxes 
to different members of 
the military  
 
John Falsetto of Miller-
Coors express his appre-
ciation to the GI Forum 

and particularly, its volun-
teers.  
 
Kay Martley of the Girl 
Scouts similarly expressed 
he gratitude she stated 
“. . . I appreciate the time 
and effort of the number 
volunteers from the GI 
Forum”. 
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Cesar Chavez Day  
Celebrated at the Mile Hi 
Chapter - March 28, 2010  

  

Danielle Hernandez, Chair of the Youth 
Chapter 

Paisans and Paisanos  
Dinner/Show 

A Resounding Success 

Toby Rampa Singer and Richard 
Gonzales, Chair, Mile Hi Players 

Mile Hi Chapter Members 
Volunteer For the 9 Health 
Fair at St. Anthony’s Hospital 

The 9Health Fair is Colorado's larg-
est volunteer-driven, non-profit 
health fair program that serves 
100,000 people at 170 statewide 
9Health Fair locations each year. 

St. Anthony’s Hospital is one such 
location. 

On April 17, 2010, over 15 Mile Hi 
Chapter members appeared at St. 
Anthony's and donated their ser-
vices to help the community obtain 
no-cost or low cost screening for 
health issues such as blood, glucose, 
heart, hearing, dental, pap and 
other areas related to preventative 
medicine.   

Many of the registrants were 
monolingual in the Spanish lan-
guage.  

Gloria Raigoza, the Pastoral Nurse 
Coordinator for St. Anthony’s coordi-
nated this Fair.  Gloria is  an active 
member of the Mile HI Chapter.  
She expressed her sincere thanks 
to all the volunteers and indicated 
that for may people this is the only 
health care that they receive.  By 
volunteering, lives may have been 
saved. 

The Mile Hi Chapter thanks our 
Members for volunteering  their 
services to our community.  

Ricardo La Fore, Toby Rampa 
and Lisa Gonzales charmed, 
smiled, joked and sung for one 
hour in a Las Vegas styled zany 
musical comedy review that had 
everyone chuckling, toe tapping 
and singing along; while enjoying 
a full course Italian dinner.  The 
latest serving by the Mile High 
Players. 
 
The three played to a crowd of 
100 slipping effortlessly in and 
out of song and comedy while 
channeling Dean Martin, Frank 
Sinatra, Nancy Sinatra, Bobby 
Darin, Louie Prima, Keelie 
Smith, Vito Corleone, Sammy 
Davis Jr. and Lou Monte. 
 
So successful and fun filled  that 
there is already a plan to reprise 
the show in the fall. 

By Ricardo La Fore 
******** 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
FOR  

JUNE 11TH  AND 12TH 
FOR OUR  

ANNUAL MILE HI PLAYER’S 
 SHOW 

Being able to be part of the Cesar 
Chavez event at the Mile High GI 
Forum was an awesome experi-
ence. I learned a lot about Cesar 
Chavez that I never knew before. 
This experience gave me a way to 
learn more about my heritage. It 
was touching to sing songs the 
migrant farm workers sang during 
la causa.  I loved that I was able to 
be part in celebrating what Cesar 
Chavez did for many Americans. I 
was excited to see a lot of youth 
participate in this event.  I look 
forward to our Youth Group put-
ting on the next Cesar Chavez 
event. 
. . . Danielle Hernandez 

 
Cesar Chavez led the historic 
non-violent movement for farm 
worker’s rights and dedicated his 
life to build a movement of poor 
workers.  His leadership went 
beyond the fields and spread 
throughout the Country.  He in-
spired farm workers and consum-
ers to commit themselves to so-
cial, economic and civil rights 
which led to better treatment of 
farm workers.  Although, he is no 
longer with us, his dream contin-
ues.  
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AMERICAN Gl FORUM MILE HI CHAPTER 

 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

ENCHILIADA DINNER after tournament - participants are invited to the Dinner and awarding of prizes at 
the AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter 1 717 Federal, Denver 

 
Team Member Name/Phone/e-mail    Team Member Name/Phone/email 

 

1._________________________________________  3.________________________________________ 

 

2._________________________________________  4._________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter 

Mail to: American Gl Forum c/o Golf Committee 1717 Federal Blvd. Denver, CO 80204 

Additional information: Juanita Vela 303-667-0334 

Sponsored by the AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter Education Committee  

                     All proceeds will go to the 2010 AGIF Mile Hi Chapter Scholarship 

================================(Cut along line and Mail)=================================== 

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT 
Format: Four-person Peoria Scramble Registration includes green fees, cart, dinner and prizes. Early-bird registration 
$100 accepted through May 10. 

Golf Committee at Hamburger Nights (Every Wednesday) for pre-registration. You are not registered until payment 
is received. Registration fees after May 10,2010 and through tournament day:  $ 125. 

Sunday, May 23, 2010 Willis 
Case Golf Course 4999 Vrain St. 
Denver,  
Prizes for: 1st, 2nd and 3rd place, 
Closest to the pin -. Longest Drive – Longest 
Putt - Most Accurate Drive. 

Registration: $100  

Deadline: May 10, 2010; There after $125 

Format: Four-Person Peoria Scramble 

Registration Begins: 6:30 A.M. 

Shotgun Tee Time 7:30 A.M. 

ADVERTISE YOUR COMPANY! 
$200 Hole sponsorships available 

Hole Sponsors may post banners, promotional material for golf participants, gifts items for “Goody Bags” and/or sponsor 
“Hole In One”. 



Arizona - The Grand Canyon State Welcomes You - 
Except if  You are Hispanic/Latino or Brown 

stopped by a law en-
forcement officer solely 
because he or she ap-
pears to be of Mexican 
or foreign descent.  No 
actual violation of any 
law need be shown. 
 
Upon request for identifi-
cation this individual pre-
sents his or her out-of-
state driver’s license. 
This may or may not be 
acceptable because some 
states do not require 
evidence of citizenship to 
obtain a license.  This 
individual could be ar-
rested and incarcerated 
until evidence of citizen-
ship is provided.  
 
Many state and local gov-
ernments are looking at 
Arizona to enact similar 
laws. 
   
Denver had a proposed 
ordinance on its Ballot 
which provided for im-
poundment of vehicles 
where an individual did 
not have proof of citizen-
ship.  It failed.  
 
There is a movement 
brewing which would call 
for a National Boycott 
of Arizona. 

********** 
Commander Torres has 
placed this issue on the 
May, General Member-
ship Meeting Agenda.   
 

On Monday, April 19, the 
State Senate of Arizona 
passed Senate Bill 1070, 
which among other 
things, makes it a state 
crime to be in the coun-
try illegally and requires 
local law enforcement to 
determine an individual's 
legal status if there is rea-
sonable suspicion that he 
or she is in the U.S. ille-
gally.  On April 24, 2010, 
rather than veto the bill,   
Jan  Brewer, the ap-
pointed Governor, sign it 
into law. 
 
Several Hispanic/Latino 
organization have pro-
tested this legislation. 
 
Somos Republicans, a 
grass-roots group in Ari-
zona which was working 
to register more Latino 
Republicans, sent an e-
mail to Brewer on Mon-
day, telling her that if she 
supports the bill, they 
will request that she 
"leave the Republican 
Party." 
 
Other opponents include 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Arizona, 
Valley Interfaith Project, 
the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, National Day 
Laborer Organizing Net-
work and the Mexican 
American Legal Defense 
Fund. MALDEF  

President and General 
Counsel Thomas A. 
Saenz of MALDEF issued 
a letter to the Governor  
in which he indicates that 
this legislation is “. . .  the 
most draconian anti-
immigrant legislation ap-
proved by a state body in 
the nation”. 
 
The passage of this legis-
lation by the State’s Re-
publican controlled legis-
lature has caused some 
to believe that it is 
merely an attempt to 
institute a State approved  
ethnic profiling program 
which has severe civil 
rights ramifications.  
 
Executive director Ales-
sandra Soler Meetze of 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Arizona 
stated:  
 
"Rather than going after 
human smugglers, drug 
smugglers, this gives po-
lice authority to stop and 
question people who fail 
to carry their paperwork, 
. . . .  This will give police 
officers the green light to 
engage in profiling and 
harass people who look 
and sound foreign." 
 
Thus, for example, a His-
panic/Latino Citizen of 
the United States while 
traveling through or visit-
ing Arizona could be 

Page 6 El Veterano 

( Photo -Nick Oza/The Arizona Repub-
lic) 
Nine people arrested after 
chaining themselves to the door 
of the old Capital building in 
Phoenix, Arizona. The group, all 
college students, were protesting 
tough Arizona legislation cracking 
down on illegal immigration.  

WELCOME TO ARIZONA 

 
“Then immediately, the 
wearing of the recogni-
tion sign consisting of a 
yellow Jewish star is to 
be brought about and all 
rights of freedom for 
Jews are to be with-
drawn.”  [German Man-
date, WWII] 



Upon their separation from 
the service, these veterans 
are not advised of their 
rights and responsibilities as 
they relate to their status as 
immigrants, including viola-
tions of the law.   
 
For many, the horrors of 
war remain with them upon 
their return to the United 
States.  Drugs and alcohol 
become a means of coping.  
Veterans frequently end up 
in trouble with the law be-
cause they suffer from un-
treated Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD), 
with which the Veteran’s 
Administration has done a 
notoriously ineffective job. 

These veterans serve their 
jail sentences for their 
crimes, like any other citi-
zen veteran.  However, 
upon release they are de-
ported.  

We promised these individ-
ual that we would honor 
their service, provide them 
with a permanent home, 
and a path to citizenship. 

 “Approximately 3,000 
military veterans from 
wars in Vietnam, Gre-
nada, Libya, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan are currently 
deported or imprisoned 
awaiting deportation. 
Most of their cases in-
volve misdemeanors and 
felonies. Some combat  
(Continued on pg. 8.) 

 

VETERAN’S REPORT 

Immigrant Veterans being Deported - a National Disgrace  

The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service (INS) and 
the U.S. Customs Service 
were, under the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, sub-
sumed by ICE and it is now 
responsible for enforce-
ment, i.e.   “. . . to more 
effectively enforce our im-
migration and customs laws 
and protect the United 
States against terrorist at-
tacks.”  ICE does this, “. . . 
by targeting illegal immi-
grants: the people, money 
and materials that support 
terrorism and other crimi-
nal activities.” (See: http://
www. ice.gov/) 

Recruiters also do not tell 
their recruits that citizen-
ship can be denied for 
criminal offenses that the 
military may have over-
looked when admitting 
them, including being in the 
country illegally. 

These individuals sign up 
and take the oath to defend 
and protect our Country.  

While in combat they are 
faced with life and death 
situations.  They are con-
stantly placed in unbelieva-
bly stressful situations   
which take a toll on them 
both physically and emo-
tionally. Many are wounded 
and some die. 

“When your tour ends, 
when you touch our soil, 
you will be home in 
America that is forever 
here for you, just as 
you've been there for us. 
That is my promise." . . . 
President Barack 
Obama. 

There are about 70,000 
foreign-born men and 
women serving in the U.S. 
armed forces according to 
the Pentagon.  This is 
about 5 percent of the 
total active-duty force. 
Nearly 30,000 -- or about 
43 percent -- are not U.S. 
citizens. 

The enlistment and expe-
dited naturalization of ille-
gal immigrants serving in 
the armed forces is specifi-
cally authorized in U.S. 
law.  An executive order 
signed by President Bush 
on July 3, 2002, provided 
for the "expedited natu-
ralization for aliens and 
noncitizen nationals serv-
ing in an active-duty status 
in the Armed Forces of 
the United States during 
the period of the war 
against terrorists of global 
reach." Under this order, 
any noncitizen in the mili-
tary can apply for expe-
dited citizenship on his 
first day of active duty.  
Not only is this order still 
in effect, but it has been 
codified in the National  

Defense Authorization Act 
2006. With the law so clear 
on this issue, the treatment 
of illegal immigrants in the 
military, both by the Penta-
gon and by the U.S. Immi-
gration and Enforcement 
(ICE), is difficult to under-
stand. 

"Recruiters trying to fill 
slots have historically 
pressed vulnerable people 
into service," says Dan Kes-
selbrenner, director of the 
National Immigration Pro-
ject, a program of the Na-
tional Lawyers Guild. "But 
for some people, it's the 
only way they are ever go-
ing to get citizenship."  

What recruiters do not tell 
their recruits, however, is 
that the military itself has 
no authority to grant citi-
zenship. It forwards their 
citizenship applications to 
ICE, which will then scruti-
nize them and their entire 
families for up to a year.   
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Hector Barajas US Veteran 
served with the 82nd , hon-
orably discharged, is cur-
rently deported to Mexico far 
away from his family and the 
country he loves and de-
fended. 
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Veterans are being de-
ported after serving time 
in jail, and some without 
any jail time at all. (Leo 
Paz, Veterans face deporta-
tions despite promises of 
citizenship, Free Speech 
Radio News, audio report, 
November 11, 2009) 

While service in the United 
States military can put an 
immigrant on a path to citi-
zenship, the slightest blot on 
their criminal record derails 
that process. Though service 
members are required to 
take an oath of loyalty to 
America almost identical to 
the citizenship oath, America 
betrays their loyalty when it 
allows them to be deported.  
 
We must urge our lawmak-
ers to review the policy on 
detaining and deporting im-
migrant veterans. We should 
state that all immigrant vet-
erans be automatically recog-
nized as non-citizen nationals 
-- people who don't receive 
all the rights of citizenship, 
but owe permanent alle-
giance to America, and can-
not be deported. 
 

************* 
 
Under United States law, a 
non-citizen national is a per-
son who is neither a citizen 
nor an alien but who owes 
permanent loyalty to the 
United States. People in this 
category have some but not 
all of the rights of citizens  

 A National Disgrace 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Duty-Honor-Country 
By Ricardo La Fore 

(This month we profile 
Capt. Gloria Riagosa) 
 
“It was we, the people; 
not we, the white male 
 citizens;  nor we, the 
male citizens; but we, the  
whole people, who formed 
the Union.”   

 . . . Susan B. Anthony 

Nothing in Gloria 
Riagoza’s early life did 
much to set her apart.  
Born and raised in Pueblo 
as many of my friends are, 
born into a working class 
family as many of my 
friends are, drawn to com-
munity service as many of 
my friends are, but the 
similarities end there.  
 
Her parents, Vidal and 
Stella Riagoza provided the 
leadership and direction 
that would lead to her fu-
ture success.  Even today 
she refers to them as her 
Rock and Inspiration. 
 

“With their dedication 
and commitment I was 
able to achieve all my 
goals at times when cir-
cumstances called for 
retreat.” 
 

After graduating from 
Centennial High School in 
Pueblo she enrolled at the 
University of Colorado as 
a nursing major and gradu-
ated in 1978 with a BS in 
nursing.  She has been a 
practicing registered nurse 
for over 30 years.  She 
went on to earn a masters 

degree in Public Admini-
stration from the Univer-
sity of Northern Illinois.  
While there she lived on 
the University of Notre 
Dame campus and worked 
as school nurse in South 
Bend, Indiana for one year.  
When asked why she 
chose nursing as a career 
she replied that both her 
parents were health pro-
fessionals and it was a way 
of giving back to the com-
munity. 
 
In 1981 she was accepted 
into the US Air Force Re-
serve as an officer, based 
at McCord AFB in Wash-
ington State as a flight 
nurse. She flew from Buck-
ley to McCord one or two 
times a month for a period 
of 10 years.  In 1991 she 
was placed on alert await-
ing deployment for Kuwait 
in the Gulf.  The crisis 
proved to be one with 
very low casualties so she 
was never deployed.  
Shortly thereafter she was 
honorably discharged with 
the rank of Captain. 
 
Her volunteer efforts for 
the Mile High GI Forum 
include organizing the 
Wellness and Prevention 
Health Fair, helping with 
the children’s Halloween 
party, the Veteran-
women’s housing project 
and the women and chil-
dren’s shelter Christmas 
adoption. 
 

Presently Gloria works as 
a Pastoral Nurse Coordi-
nator at Saint Anthony’s 
Central.  The mission of 
her job is mainly in the 
community serving the 
poor, working poor and 
disenfranchised, exactly as 
she planned with the help 
of Stella and Vidal many 
years ago. 
 
Some people view the 
world and say why?  Oth-
ers say why not?  Gloria 
Riagoza saw the world and 
was one of those who said 
why not and then set out 
to do something about it. 
 

Whenever I am 
asked whether or 
not women can do 
the same job as 
men, I always re-
mind them that Gin-
ger Rogers made 
the same steps as 
Fred Astaire and she 
did them backwards 
and in heels. 

 
Captain Gloria Riagoza 
is part of that special 
group of people who 
fulfilled her commit-
ment to Duty-Honor-
Country.  The  Mile 
High GI Forum thanks 
and salutes you for it. 
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The BOT has passed a 
Policy requiring that all 
committees and mem-
bers wishing to use the 
hall for an event must 
schedule their event at 
least 30 days prior to the 
event.  The purpose of 
this is to assure that all 
planning and Implementa-
tion is accomplished well 
in advance.  This would 
hopefully assure that the 
event is successful and 
further, assure that the 
date is not wasted, i.e., 
where we could rent the 
hall to others.   
 
In addition, the BOT is 
evaluating our pricing 
structure as it relates to 

the Bar operation.  
 
Due to the increased 
costs of live bands and 
DJs, we will implement a 
cover charge.  Members 
will receive a coupon for 
one free drink (domestic 
beer, wine and well 
drinks).  
 
We will be operating on 
a Committee system 
where each BOT Man-
ager will be assisted by 
Members. 
 
Our Operations Manager 
is responsible for the 
events conducted at the 
Hall.  Our Bar Opera-
tions Manager is respon-

The American GI Forum, a veterans fam-
ily organization since 1948 is the only Con-
gressionally Chartered non-profit Hispanic 
Veterans organization in the United States.  In 
1965, the Mile Hi Chapter was organized and 
constitutionally chartered as an affiliate member. 

OUR GOALS INCLUDE: 
 
 Protect and support veterans and families rights. 
 Provide veterans and families with resources in 

securing  their benefits. 
 Preserve the principles of democracy/political and 

religious beliefs. 
 Encourage and support improved educational op-

portunities for Hispanic youth. 
 Provide and secure funds for Scholarship Pro-

grams for Hispanics. 
 Assist disadvantaged senior citizens and youth. 
 Develop and support leadership programs for our 

youth. 
 Provide and support Hispanic issues. 

3031 W. 38th Avenue 
Denver, CO  80211 

Telephone: 303-458-1981 
Fax: 303-458-1579 

"Education is our Freedom and 
Freedom Should Be Everybody's 

Business" 

We’re on the 
web: 
http://www.agif-

Mile Hi Chapter of the 
American GI Forum 

sible for the operation of 
the Bar.  Our Mainte-
nance  Manager is re-
sponsible for maintaining 
the building and parking 
lot. 
 
Any member wishing to 
sit on any of these com-
mittees are welcome to 
contact the Manager in 
charge.  
 
For further information 
contact: 
 
Leroy Lemos - Opera-
tions Manager. 
Toby Rampa - Bar Man-
ager. 
Cipriano Griego - Main-
tenance Manager.  


