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American GI Forum—
Mile Hi Chapter  

Mile Hi Chapter’s commitment 
to “service” includes many 
programs, such as our veter-
ans outreach programs, our 
educational assistance pro-
grams and our community 
outreach programs.  The suc-
cess of each program is at-
tributed to the many talents, 
resources and contributions 
of our volunteer members.  
Currently, the Mile Hi Chapter 
is considered the largest and 
most active chapter in the 
United States and strives to 
serve as a model for other 
chapters.   
 

“Celebrating 40 Years of 
Service To Our Veterans and 

Community” 

 

 

AGIF-MH Hosts “Mortgage Burning” 

First Lady of Mexico visits Denver—AGIF-MH invited 
 

     On February 29th, the 
AGIF Mile Hi Chapter cele-
brated an official “Mortgage 
Burning” to commemorate the 
final loan payment for the 
AGIF Mile Hi Chapter build-
ing.  John Hickenlooper, the 
Mayor of Denver was invited 
to this special event as well 
as many local political figures.   
     Through the efforts of the 
American GI Forum Mile Hi 
Chapter founders and others, 
the Mile Hi Chapter obtained 
various loans and grants to 
purchase the land where our 
chapter now sits.  Through 
good times and bad, the past 
and present Board of Trus-
tees of the Mile Hi Chapter 
have maintained the building 
and judiciously made pay-
ment on these loans.   
     In addition, 2008 is a mile-
stone year for the Mile Hi 
Chapter as we will be cele-
brating 40 years of service to 
our Metropolitan Denver Vet-
erans and the community. 
     Since its inception, the  

     On Wednesday, March 
5th Commander Griego and I 
were invited by Coors to 
attend the 2nd Annual First 
Ladies’ Luncheon at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel and 
Convention Center.  This 
luncheon is hosted by Pro-
ject C.U.R.E. whose mission 
is to identify, solicit, collect, 
sort and deliver medical sup-
plies and services according 
to the imperative needs of 
the world.  There were ap-
proximately 1800 people in 
attendance and we had the 
honor of sitting at the Coors 
Corporate Table right in front 
of the head table.  This year 

due to the efforts of Coors, 
the keynote speaker was 
First Lady of Mexico Mar-
garita Zavala.  She gave a 
very poignant speech about 
the plight of the indigent 
people in Mexico, espe-
cially in the states of Ta-
basco and Chiapas that 
were devastated by wide-
spread flooding last fall due 
to torrential rains that 
caused 22 rivers to flood.  
She pointed out that half a 
million homes were de-
stroyed, and thousands of 
residents were evacuated.  
(continued on pg.  7 . . .) 
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Margarita Zavala, First Lady of 
Mexico talks with Colorado First 
Lady Jeanne Ritter at recent char-
ity luncheon.  

By:  Alberta Lopez 

By:  Alberta Lopez 

Commander Cipriano Griego 
with John Hickenlooper, Mayor 
of Denver. 

Mayor Hickenlooper with 
Dottie Bruton, AGIF local and 
State Officer (left), and Julie 
LeDoux, National State Chair-
woman.  
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Commander: Cipriano Griego 
 

Mile Hi Chapter will launch 
their 2008 season on April 4, 
2008, by presenting Rudolfo 
Anaya's critically acclaimed 
play, "Ay Compadre!”; a hilari-
ous comedy for mature audi-
ences. (For ticket information 
contact: Dolores Moya 720-
496-3487 or 303-436-9558.)  

     This year we will be cele-
brating 40 years of service to 
our Veterans, their families 
and the community-at-large.  
The American GI Forum of 
the United States will be cele-
brating 60 years of service.  

     The Mile Hi Chapter of the 
American GI Forum of the 
United States continues to be 
a leader in the Metropolitan 
Denver Community and as 
such, continues to be repre-
sentative of the moral princi-
pals and traditions of both the 
State and National GI Forum.  
We as an organization have 
achieved national prominence 
and for that we should be 
proud.  Again, we should not 
rest on our laurels because 
there is much more to be ac-
complished.    

     Please visit our Web-page 
(http://www.agif-milehi.org/) 
for further information, future 
events, and activities. 

“Lord, make us an instru-
ment of thy peace” 

 

Her arms hold the flag next 
to her chest, 

As his body is laid to rest. 

She sits there not knowing 
why, 

Her husband, her lover, her 
friend, had to die. 

His son, his daughter,  

His Mother and Father, 

Each holding, one another. 

Their tears long gone, and 
dry 

 With gentle sobs and 
thoughts of why. 

The war goes on.  

 

 . . . Cipriano Griego 

 

     The war continues, with-
out much notice or protest.  
The dead and dying are now 
relegated to the back pages 
of the newspapers.  The 
deaths (approaching 4,000) 
a n d  t h e  w o u n d e d 
(approaching 28,000) con-
tinue to mount. It is esti-
mated that over a million 
Iraqis have died as a result 
of this war. 

     The headlines speak of 
primaries, Obama, Clinton, 
and McCain. Congress has 
moved on to other business. 

Republicans, Democrats, 
Independents, speak to the 
economy, health care, re-
cession, immigration and 
finally, the war. 

     Veterans and veteran’s 
organizations must continue 
to challenge the Administra-
tion, the Congress, and our 
State and Local govern-
ments to end this war. 

      As a member of the Mile 
Hi Chapter you can help.  
You can get involved and 
assist us in helping those 
men and women who are 
fighting or who have fought, 
to defend our Nation and 
protect our freedoms.  
Please consider getting in-
volved on the committees of 
the Mile Hi Chapter.  Read 
about these committees in 
this newsletter.  Volunteers 
are needed to assist us in 
our various projects through-
out the year.   

     Financially, we continue 
to be sound.  Our physical 
facilities continue to be kept 
in good repair, our liquor 
license is up-to-date and our 
debts are paid in a timely 
manner.  Our Membership 
account continues to grow. 

     In December, 2007, we 
made our final payment on 
our mortgages.  We now 
own the building and land 
free and clear.  

     The Mile Hi Players of the 
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The J.P. Martinez, American Legion Post #204 located at 4200 Pecos Street in  
Denver, Colorado has “Hamburger Night” on Friday’s and weekly dances on 

Sunday from 4:00 p.m.— 8:00 p.m. featuring:  AMOR 
 

The American GI Forum—Mile Hi Chapter is grateful to the J.P. Martinez Post 
for providing the rifles to the MILE HI VETERANOS  for 21 Gun Salutes 

 



Veterans Affairs—Mark Gallegos 
     Below are some highlights of the 
meeting and upcoming events:   

• 2008 Veterans Forum to be held on 
March 13, 2008 at the Aurora Mu-
nicipal Center.  This is a great op-
portunity to meet and learn about  
veteran’s organizations and benefits.  

• March 29, 2008—3rd Annual Colo-
rado Veteran’s Appreciation Break-
fast will be held at the “Wings Over 
Rockies Air and Space Museum” - 
located at 7711 E. Academy Blvd., 
#1 in Colorado Springs, Colorado 
from 9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.  The 
breakfast is free, RSVP to Ron 
Chase at  (303) 770-1181 or e-mail:  
RotaryVet@g.com by March 22nd. 

• April 6, 2008—36th Annual Awards 
Banquet of the United Veterans 
Committee of Colorado will be held 
at the Radisson Hotel—Denver 
Southeasat, 1-225 & Parker Rd., 
Aurora.  Reception and Cash Bar 
3:30 p.m., and dinner at 5:00 p.m.  
The keynote speaker will be the 
Secretary of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.  General seating is 
$40.00 with table sponsorship begin-
ning at $1,000.   The AGIF-MH will 
have individuals attending.  If you 
are interested in attending with the 
AGIF-MH, please contact me (Mark 
Gallegos) at (303) 744-3020 or e-
mail:  markdg@qwest.com.  The 
deadline for paid reservations is 
March 24, 2008.  Black tie, service 
uniform or business attire is re-
quested.   

******* 

 

     A new slate of officers for 2008 
have been appointed for the Veterans 
Affairs Committee.  They are as fol-
lows: 

 

Mark Gallegos, Chairman 

Lou Cordova, Vice Chairman 

John DeLaGarza, Co-Secretary 

Robert Quinonez, Co-Secretary 

 

     The Veterans Affairs Committees 
members include:  Dolores Aguilar, 
Jose Aquayo, Dennis Clenin, Kathy 
Clenin, John Drogheo, Juan Espino, 
Cipriano Griego, Rich Marin, Jose Mar-
tinez, Al Muniz, Richard Pabon, Pete 
Roybal, Ben Romero,  and Ernie Tor-
res. 

     Congratulations to Ben Romero for 
his outstanding contributions and lead-
ership as Chairman of the Veterans 
Affairs Committee during 2007. 

     The 2008 Goals and Objectives for 
the Veterans Affairs Committee have 
been approved by the committee and 
will be highlighted in the next newslet-
ter. 

     If you are interested in participating 
on the committee, would like to volun-
teer for our activities for 2008, or have 
any questions or concerns, please 
contact Mark Gallegos at (303) 744-
3020 or e-mail @ markdg@qwest.net.   

 

Important Legislative Info: 

     Colorado HB 1078 is a bill of inter-
est to all Colorado Veterans.  The bill 
is an effort to restore $2.2 million taken 
from the Colorado Veterans Trust 
Fund in 2003.  The legislation has 
passed the House with an additional 
$600,000.  The legislation looks prom-
ising and has the support of the Gover-
nor. 

Local News Update: 

     From the Denver Post, Hub News, 
Christena Southwick, “Attention, WW 
II, Korean and Vietnam Vets … do you 
have a story to tell?  The Veterans 
History Project was established by the 
U.S. Congress in 2000 as part of the 
American Folklife Center at the Library 
of Congress.  The mission of the pro-
ject is to collect and archive the per-
sonal recollections of U.S. wartime 

veterans in an effort to honor and share 
their service.  Volunteers of America’s 
RSVP program (a volunteer program for 
individuals 55 or better) is a partner with 
the national Veterans Project and pro-
vides professional interview services for 
veterans throughout the Denver metro 
area.  Best of all the services are free of 
cost with highly trained volunteers com-
ing to you. A trained team of a camera 
person and an interviewer will set up a 
time to visit at the home of the inter-
viewee.  The interview itself focuses on 
the veteran’s war stories and personal 
recollections.  Personal memorabilia 
such as photos, letters documents, dia-
ries or journals can also be archived 
along with the interview.  A copy of the 
digitized end product is given both to 
the veteran and to the Library of Con-
gress.  For further information or to 
schedule an initial interview, please 
contact Stephanie Samora, RSVP Pro-
ject Manager, at 720-264-3311 or email 
ssamora@voacolorado.org.” 

State News Update: 

     On February 22, 2008 U.S. Senator 
Ken Salazar invited a diverse group of 
veteran service organizations including 
the American GI Forum Mile Hi Chapter 
to join the Senator to discuss recent 
legislative actions and accomplishments 
as well as hear veteran needs and con-
cerns.  Ben Romero and I represented 
the AGIF and shared our GI Forum leg-
islative veteran issues.  Senator Salazar 
discussed Fitzsimmons Veterans Hospi-
tal, veteran health care funding, office of 
rural health, mileage reimbursement, 
new community outreach clinic in rural 
Colorado, veterans long-term care ca-
pacity, care for blinded veterans,  Mili-
tary Valor Roll of Honor and Southern 
Colorado Veterans Cemetery.  If you 
would like further information contact his 
Community Liaison for Military/Veteran 
Issues, Representative Bennie Milliner 
at (303) 455-7600 or write to:  2300 
15th Street, Suite #450, Denver, Colo-
rado 80202.    

     On February 12, 2008 Lou Cordova 
and I attended the United Veterans 
Committee of Colorado (UVC) Meeting. 
For those of you unfamiliar with UVC, it 
is a non-profit coalition of over 49 vet-
eran service organizations representing 
over 465,000 veterans in Colorado.  It 
does not  require membership dues and 
its primary work is legislation affecting 
veterans.   
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Communications Committee—Alberta Lopez 
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Membership Committee 
Ernie Torres 
     Many thanks to the membership who have 
renewed for 2008.  We currently have 265 
members as of March 1st.  We are just 21 
short of last year’s total membership of 286.   
We continue to be the largest chapter In  the 
United States.  I am confident that we can end 
the year with over 300 members. 

     As always, we seek veterans to join our 
ranks, please continue to recruit family, 
friends, and co-workers to our organization. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Mile Hi Chapter will host the 2008 Colorado 
State AGIF Conference on Friday and Saturday, 
June 13th and 14th at the Mile Hi Chapter, 1717 
Federal Blvd., Denver, Colorado.  Speakers have 
been selected and an agenda is being formulated.  
The details of the conference are being worked 
out and information is forthcoming.  Please look 
for additional information to be posted soon on 
the AGIF-MH website at www.agif-milehi.org as 
well as the next edition of El Veterano.   
 

 

         Mile Hi Players to Perform “Ay Compadre!” 
     If you have not had the privi-
lege of enjoying the perform-
ance of the talented Mile Hi 
Players, you definitely need to 
see Rudolfo Anaya’s play “Ay 
Compadre!”   Directed by AGIF-
MH member Debra Gallegos, 
this adult comedy with mature 
themes, takes a light-hearted 
yet poignant snapshot of aging 
compadres, Ignacio and Daniel, 
who are entering the autumn of 
their lives.  The two best bud-
dies are compadres, which is an 
extension of the Latino family.  
They work  their way out of the 
barrio to live out the "American 
Dream" with fancy homes and 
successful careers.  Despite 
their middle class trappings, 
“Iggy" and Daniel feel an empti-
ness in their lives and fight to 
regain their lust for life and for 
their wives.  

      As their macho husbands  

deal with midlife crisis, Linda 
and Helen face menopause and 
questions about their own sex-
ual desirability.  The proud Lati-
nas long for more love and pas-
sion, and reminisce about their 
first sexual experiences.  
     In the play, Daniel seems to 
be losing his "chispa" (spark) 
while trying to light the barbe-
cue.  The two couples use the 
ill-fated cookout  to ponder the 
past, present and futures of 
their marriages, and to fantasize 
about unbridled sexual passion.  
Meanwhile, Steven, Daniel and  
Linda's "Americanized" son, 
raises the anxiety level when he 
brings home his new Anglo girl-
friend, Ashley, for the first time.  
        "Ay Compadre!", which 
employs plenty of saucy Span-
ish-language, tracks the compa-
dres and their wives as they sort 
through the physical and emo- 

tional uncertainties.     

     This hit performance fea-
tures veteran performers Julie 
LeDoux and Shirley Lucero who 
have performed in various Mile 
Hi Player productions, as well 
as Mike Miera and AGIF-MH 
member and local talent Ri-
cardo LaFore who acted in and 
produced many AGIF-MH per-
formances.         

     The play will be held  at the 
American GI Forum, Mile Hi 
Chapter at 1717 Federal Blvd., 
Denver, Colorado on the eve-
ning of April 4th and 5th with a 
possible matinee on April 6th.  
Tickets are $20.  For additional 
information regarding the play 
and/or to purchase your tickets, 
please contact Commander 
Cipriano Griego at (303) 458-
1981 or Dolores Moya at 
dmoya@crimsonrm.com.   

Newsletter  

Deadlines: 
 

Friday, 5/30 

Release:  6/11 

 

Friday, 8/29 

Release:  9/10 

 

Friday, 11/28 

Release:  12/10 

 
A final edition 
will be released 
the first part of 
January 2009—
the deadline will 
be January 2, 
2009.   

Pete Martinez and his wife 
Dolores,  I am confident hard 
copies of this newsletter will be 
distributed in an efficient and 
timely manner.   

     Listed on this page are the 
newsletter deadlines for El Vet-
erano.  If you would like to sub-
mit to El Veterano, please for-
ward your information to me at 
agifnewsletter2007@comcast.net.   

     Please do not forget to visit 
our website at www.agif-
milehi.org for information about 
our chapter, upcoming events, 
and to retrieve copies of past 
and present issues of El Veter-
ano as well as the new AGIF 
Women newsletter—”Femme 
Forumeer” which I’ve been re-
cently asked to produce.   

     The Communications Com-
mittee had their first meeting of 
2008 in January to outline the 
goals for this year.  One of the 
goals was to make a better ef-
fort in getting the newsletter to 
our members who do not have 
internet access.  With the help 
of State Vice Commander and 
Former Commander of the 
AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter, Jose  



troops at military bases 
across the country.  Pic-
tured on the side of their 
Suburban is a map of the 
West Coast states they 
plan on touring marked with 
American Flags of the 
places they’ve already vis-
ited.   

    The Mile Hi Chapter had 
the honor and pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Dennis Mitchell 
and Mr. Bruce Jolly on Sat-
urday, March 1st.  Mr. 
Mitchell requested to pre-
sent to the Forum a helmet 
from the Gulf War in honor 
of his deceased Uncle 
Alphonso Valdez who was 
a WWWII, Korean War, and 
Vietnam War veteran, re-
tired from the Air Force, 
and served in the Army as 
well as the Marines.  Mr. 
Valdez’s photo hangs with 
honor on the memory wall  

     “On the road supporting 
troops” is what two disabled 
veterans are calling their 
road trip.  What started out 
as wanting to bring DVD’s 
to a young serviceman he 
mentored, Gulf veteran 
Dennis Mitchell along with 
friend and veteran Bruce 
Jolly have turned a simple 
act of kindness into a cross 
country adventure to hit 
every military base and 
veterans organization in 
their path.   

     The two pals left Van-
couver, Washington on 
February 25th with a black 
Suburban filled with gifts as 
gestures of their generosity 
and thanks to the service-
men and women who have 
sacrificed for what we as 
Americans enjoy today.  
Eventually, they got spon-
sors and donations for 

from the AGIF Mile Hi Edu-
cational Committee and the 
AGIF Mile Hi Women’s 
Chapter.  She is also sell-
ing delicious beef jerky at 
an affordable price – quan-
tity is no object, and her 
grandmother is sponsoring 
her in a Mary Kay fund-
raiser.  On her return from 
Washington, Zandra will 
present a PowerPoint pres-
entation to the Educational 
Committee on her learning 
experience in Washington 
D.C.    

Congratulations Zandra!  
We are all very proud of 
you and look forward to 
your presentation!   

 

     The AGIF Mile Hi Youth 
Committee is featuring Zan-
dra Martinez, who is an 
active AGIF member for 
two years.  Zandra is 10 
years old and is a 5th 
grader at Pinnacle Charter 
School in Westminster, 
Colorado.  Her grandpar-
ents, Jose P. and Dolores 
Martinez, are active mem-
bers of the AGIF.  Zandra is 
excited about being in the 
Youth Group and hopes 
that she can allot more time 
in her busy schedule to 
attend more youth func-
tions.  Zandra was recently 
elected as Mayor of Young 
Ameritowne by three 5th 
grade classes.  She fulfilled 
her obligations on Jan. 22nd 
where she had the respon-

sibility of setting up the 
Young Ameritowne web-
site, issuing business li-
censes and permits, over-
seeing the staff, and mak-
ing sure that the budget 
was balanced.  Zandra did 
a terrific job and was nomi-
nated by her teachers to 
participate in the People to 
People Student Leadership 
Program, where she will be 
making a trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. later this year.  
This trip will be a learning 
experience in civics and 
government.  She will meet 
members of Congress and 
tour various sites around 
the city.  Zandra has 
started fundraising for her 
trip to offset her costs.  She 
was awarded scholarships 
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Youth Chapter:  Dustin Caldwell 

Zandra Martinez, granddaughter of 
Jose P. and Dolores Martinez was 
recently elected to the office of 
“Mayor of Young Ameritowne”.   

        Tour of Duty 2008 Presents AGIF-MH With Gift 

L-R:  Commander Griego, Dennis 
Mitchell, Bruce Jolly, Cordelia Valdez 
(wife of deceased Army, Air Force, 
and Marine Veteran Alphonso Valdez), 
and son John Valdez  

Veterans Dennis Mitchell, Air Force 
(left) and Bruce Jolly, Army  (right) in 
front of the vehicle that advertises their 
plight.   

at the Mile Hi Chapter.  
Mr.Valdez’s son is John 
and he is a dedicated mem-
ber of the AGIF-Mile Hi 
Chapter .   

     Dennis Mitchell, dis-
abled Air Force veteran and 
Bruce Jolly, disabled Army 
veteran stated that they 
cannot emphasize enough 
the importance for all 
enlisted people to sign up 
for benefits as soon as they 
leave the service.   

     The helmet is placed in 
a special location at the 
AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter com-
memorating the sacrifices 
of all those who served in 
the Gulf War.   

 

Thank you Dennis and 
Bruce and God be with you 

in your travels!   

By:  Alberta Lopez 



   The Women of the Mile Hi are 
a very hard working and dedi-
cated group of women.  Already 
this year we have been busy 
organizing and coordinating vari-
ous events.  Besides hosting the 
St. Patrick’s Day dance, our fo-
cus is on the Colorado State 
AGIF Conference coming up in 
June.  At the last Women’s 
Chapter Meeting, State Chair-
woman and AGIF-Mile Hi mem-
ber Julie LeDoux gave a report 
on the state quarterly women’s 
meeting.  You can read more 
about Julie LeDoux in “Femme 
Forumeer”, the new National 
AGIF Women newsletter pro-
duced by Mile Hi Chapter Vice 
Chairwoman Alberta Lopez avail-
able through a link on the AGIF 
national website.   

     As part of a fundraising effort 
to send Colorado woman to the 
National AGIF Conference, my 
husband Dennis and I are donat-
ing a 3 night, 2 day stay at our 
condo in Winter Park to be raffled 
off. Tickets for the condo are 
$5.00 each and the drawing will 
be held at the Colorado State 
AGIF Conference.  Winners do 
not need to be present to win.  
Please help support our cause by 
purchasing tickets for the raffle.   
Please contact me at Kathy-
Clenin@comcast.net.   

     We continue to work with our 
Veterans Affairs committee to 
bring various workshops to our 
members.  Currently, a financial 
workshop, a self defense work-

shop, and thanks to Angelita 
Armenta a yoga work shop are 
being planned.  Information re-
garding these workshops will be 
posted on our website and for-
warded via e-mail through our 
Communications Committee as it 
becomes available.  

     Due to the dedicated efforts of 
member Mary Acosta, who also 
co-chairs with her husband John 
on the Education Committee as 
well as several AGIF members, 
the AGIF Mile Hi Cookbook is 
nearing completion.  The dead-
line had been moved up an addi-
tional week to allow members to 
continue to contribute to this ef-
fort.  We are all very excited 
about this latest venture!  

     We purchased table linens for 
Mile Hi Chapter events and were 
in charge of getting the food, 
table decorations and paper 
goods for the recent “Mortgage 
Burning” event.  A special thanks 
goes to Marcela Paiz who 
brought a crew in to help set up 
and clean up for this event.   

     Thank you for your continued 
support.  We look forward to fu-
ture opportunities to support our 
veterans.   

 

“Great Organizations are made 
up of Great People and Success-
ful Organizations are made up of 
Great Volunteers”. 
  

 

 

Women’s Chapter—Kathy Clenin 

The “Publications Subgroup” of the Planning Committee for the Colorado        
AGIF State Conference will be contacting members within the next few weeks to 
ask if you will consider purchasing advertising space in the AGIF State Confer-
ence Program Book to help defray printing costs.  Ad prices are as follows: 

 

Full page:    $100.00 

3/4 page:     $ 75.00 

1/2 page:     $ 50.00 

1/4 page:     $ 25.00 

Business Card size:   $ 20.00 
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     The Education Committee is organizing 
many projects for the coming year.  We will 
be holding fundraisers and accepting con-
tributions to the Mile Hi Scholarship Pro-
gram, seeking members to the Mile Hi 
Scholarship –Century Club, and continuing 
the burrito sales at the general membership 
meetings.  All monies collected through 
these fundraisers will be used for scholar-
ships and assistance to Veterans. 

     The Penny Harvest will be an on-going 
fundraiser, chaired by Dolores Martinez.  
We will be providing containers to collect 
change and donations. 

     The Enchilada Open Golf Tournament 
will be held at the Applewood Golf Course 
on June 8, 2008.  Cost of registration in-
cluding green fees, cart, dinner, and prizes 
is $80 through June 1.  After June 1, 2008 
the cost will be $90.  We are actively seek-
ing corporate or individual sponsorships for 
holes and carts.  Sponsorships are $100 
per hole or $25 per cart.  Julie LeDoux and 
John Acosta will co-chair this event. 

     Debra Valverde is researching the feasi-
bility of hosting a casino night at the Ameri-
can GI Forum –Mile Hi Chapter.  Dates 
suggested are during the AGIF National 
Convention or during the Democratic Na-
tional Convention. 

     Mile Hi Scholarships applications will be 
available April, 2008.  Application forms are 
being reviewed by a small group. We are 
seeking members to the Mile Hi Scholar-
ship “Century Club”, so any and all contri-
butions to the education fund will be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

 

Education Committee 
Mary Acosta 

Save us a phone call and contact one of the following members to 
reserve your space today: 

 

Dolores Moya:  dmoya@crimsonrm.com or (303) 436-9558 

Julie LeDoux:  ledouxjewels@aol.com or (303) 570-9119 

Alberta Lopez:  agifnewsletter2007@comcast.net or (720) 317-9559 
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tions to humanity.  Here is 
his story: 

     Hector Perez Garcia was 
born in the Mexican Village 
of Liera, Tamaulipas on 
January 17, 1914 to a col-
lege professor and a school 
teacher.  When he was four, 
his family fled to Mercedes, 
Texas in 1918 to escape the 
Mexican Revolution.  He 
was one of seven children, 
six of whom became doc-
tors.  A 1940 graduate of the 
University of Texas Medical 
School, he joined the Army 
during World War II and 
served in North Africa and 
Italy as an infantryman and 
combat engineer until Army 
officials found out he was a 
doctor.  Returning to Texas 
after WWII with a Bronze 
Star Medal with six battle 
stars in Italy, Garcia found 
that while Mexican American 
veterans had been changed 
by the war, prejudiced Amer-
ica  had   not.    His   people  

     Being that March 2008 
marks 60 years that the 
AGIF has been in existence 
and the Mile Hi Chapter 
celebrates 40 years as a 
chapter,  I felt it was appro-
priate and important to honor 
and recognize our founder, 
Dr. Hector Perez Garcia.   

     Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
passed away on July 26, 
1996 at the age of 82.  He 
leaves an amazing legacy.    

     Mexican Revolution refu-
gee, medical doctor to the 
barrios, decorated war vet-
eran, civil rights activist, 
presidential confidante, con-
cerned citizen, dedicated 
physician, beloved humani-
tarian, and the most promi-
nent Mexican-American civil 
rights leader to emerge in 
the United States immedi-
ately after World War II.  
These are just a few words 
that describe this great man.  
It is important that you know 
his story and his contribu-

$200,000 from the event 
which is enough to ship 10 
truckloads of medical 
equipment and supplies 
worth $4 million to the 
Mexican states of Chiapas 
and Tabasco.  The Centen-
nial-based charity collects 
donated medical supplies 
so cash donations pay only 
for shipping.  This means a 
$20,000 donation to send a 
truck to Mexico will be lev-
eraged into a shipment of 
medical supplies worth 
$400,000 per Jackson.  

     On Monday, March 11 
Coors Brewing Co. an-
nounced they will supply 
more than $600,000 of 
medical supplies and 
equipment in Mexico 
through its sponsorship of 
Project C.U.R.E.’s First 
Ladies’ Luncheon.         

Careful to point out that her 
talk was not about the cur-
rent immigration issues and 
that she was not there to 
make a political statement, 
she reported that every 
year 50,000 children are 
deported back to Mexico 
and 22,000 of them are 
unaccompanied.   Marga-
rita Zavala, wife of Mexican 
President Felipe Calderon 
used her speech to raise 
the profile of children 
caught in a mass migration 
often alone and pointed out 
that some children are 
never reunited with their 
families.    

     She thanked the people 
of Project C.U.R.E. for 
helping bring much needed 
medical assistance and 
supplies to the people of 
Mexico.  First Lady Zavala 
said she was honored to 
speak as a mother and 
emphasized that “this effort 

is about the children”.  Re-
ceived with great applause 
she stated that as the wife 
of the President of Mexico it 
was her and Presidente 
Felipe Calderon’s priority 
that all children in Mexico 
have health insurance.  
She stated that it is be-
cause of the generosity and 
humanity of the people in 
America that the people in 
Mexico are getting the help 
they desperately need and 
thanked everyone for sup-
porting this effort.  She 
thanked the people who 
came to hear her and raise 
money to send medical 
supplies to hospitals and 
clinics in the poorest parts 
of Mexico and all over the 
world.   

     Doug Jackson, Presi-
dent of Project C.U.R.E. 
which hosted Zavala in 
Denver, said the group 
hopes to raise up to 
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CHAPLAIN CORNER 
            By:  Dolores Moya 
 

“An Old Irish  

Blessing” 

 
May the road rise up to 
meet you, 

May the wind always be at 
your back, 

May the sunshine warm 
upon your face, 

And rains fall soft upon 
your fields. 

And until we meet again,  

May God hold you in the 
palm of his hand. 
 

 

 

 

La Historia de Un Veterano  
                            Featuring:  Dr. Hector P. Garcia (1914-1996) 

faced public school segrega-
tion, squalid living conditions 
in labor camps, and second-
class citizenship.  He 
opened a medical practice in 
Corpus Christi, Texas and 
worked as a contract physi-
cian for Veterans Admini-
stration.  That is when he 
discovered his employer was 
denying proper medical 
treatment and educational 
benef i ts  to Mexican-
American war veterans.   He 
founded the American GI 
Forum on March 26, 1948 to 
fight that discrimination. A 
disturbing incident in 1949 
convinced Garcia the GI 
Forum needed to fight for 
more than veterans benefits.  
This incident will later be 
referred to as the “Longoria 
Incident”.   

     Army Pvt. Felix Longoria 
was killed on June 15, 1945 
while on patrol in the Phillip-
pines to flush out retreating 
Japanese.   

(continued on page 8 . . . ) 



tery . . . where the honored 
dead of our nation’s war rest.”   
Lyndon and Lady Bird John-
son and President Truman’s 
personal aide, Maj. Gen. 
Harry Vaughn attended 
Longoria’s funeral on Febru-
ary 16, 1949.  The incident 
propelled the GI Forum’s civil 
rights agenda to national at-
tention.  With headquarters in 
Texas, the AGIF has evolved 
from a veteran’s rights group 
into a civil rights organization 
with more than 160,000 mem-
bers in 500 chapters in 25 
states and Puerto Rico. To-
day  it serves as a resource 
for veterans and the commu-
nity at large and promotes 
greater participation in civic 
affairs, educational attain-
men t ,  you th  i nvo l ve -
ment/mentoring, and health 
services.  The AGIF main-
tains its founders motto:  
“Education is Our Freedom, 
and Freedom Should be Eve-
rybody’s Business.”   

     It took nearly four years to 
identify and return his re-
mains to his family.  A funeral 
director in Three Rivers, 
Texas told the family the An-
glo community “wouldn’t 
stand for” his remains to lie in 
the chapel for a wake, but he 
offered to arrange for 
Longoria’s burial in the segre-
gated “Mexican” cemetery, 
separated by barbed wire.  
Longoria’s widow called Gar-
cia for help.  Garcia called the 
funeral home and asked per-
mission to use the chapel.  
The director told him no Mexi-
can American had ever used 
the chapel and he wouldn’t 
allow it because it might of-
fend the whites.  Garcia re-
ported the conversation to a 
Corpus Christi newspaper 
reporter and sent 17 tele-
grams to congressmen, sena-
tors, a governor and other 
reporters. The telegram 
stated:  “The denial was a 
direct contradiction of those 
same principles for which this 

American soldier made the 
supreme sacrifice in giving  
his life for his country, and for 
the same people who deny 
him the last funeral rites de-
serving of any American hero 
regardless of his origin.”  The 
statement was aired interna-
tionally by radio broadcasters 
Drew Pearson, Westbrook 
Pegler, and Walter Winchell, 
who said:  “The State of 
Texas, which looms so large 
on the map, looks so small 
tonight . . . .”  Within 24 hours, 
the founder of the newly or-
ganized American GI Forum 
received a telegram from then 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson 
that read in part:  “I deeply 
regret to learn that the preju-
dice of some individuals ex-
tends even beyond this life.  I 
have no authority over civilian 
funeral homes nor does the 
federal government.  How-
ever, I have made arrange-
ments to have Felix Longoria 
buried with full military honors 
in Arlington National Ceme-
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Vice-Commander—Rich Marin                    

More recent history details 
the role played by Irish sol-
diers in South American 
wars of independence.   
The great majority of these 
men were recent immi-
grants from northeast U.S. 
ports, escaping extremely 
poor economic conditions 
in Ireland, which at the time 
was part  of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland.  Throughout 
most of St. Patrick’s Battal-
ion’s active years, the Irish 
Potato Famine was taking 
place.   

     Early in the war, the 
Batallón de San Patricio 
helped General Zachary 
Taylor attack the fort and 
supply depot in St. Isabel, 
now the city of Port Isabel, 
Texas.  Perhaps realizing 
the Mexicans too were 
Catholic or recognizing 
similarities between the 

 

situations in Mexico and 
Ireland, the Irish opposed 
the invading Americans, at 
least in theory.  However 
many theories exist on 
other possible motivations 
for desertion, including mis-
treatment toward them by 
other native soldiers and 
senior officers, not being 
allowed to attend Sunday 
Mass or to practice their 
religion freely, offers of free 
land in Mexico (more than 
300 acres) or witnessing 
the conduct of U.S. Troops 
following battle victories.  
However, it seems clear 
based on the evidence of 
the number of Irish Catho-
lics in the Battalion, the 
letters of Riley, and the field 
entries of senior officers 
that the primary motivations 
were shared religion and 
sympathy for the Mexican 
cause.   

     The Saint Patrick's Bat-
talion (Batallón de San 
Patricio) was a unit of sev-
eral hundred Irish, Germans, 
Swiss, Scots and other Ro-
man Catholics of European 
descent, who deserted the 
U.S. Army and fought as 
part of the Mexican Army 
against the United States in 
the Mexican-American War 
of 1846 to 1848.   

     For Americans of the 
generation who fought the 
Mexican-American War, the 
"San Patricios" were consid-
ered traitors. For Mexicans 
of that generation, and gen-
erations to come, the San 
Patricios were heroes who 
came to the aid of fellow 
Catholics in need.  As early 
as the 17th century, with the 
“Flight  of the Wild Geese”,  
Irish expatriates had a long 
tradition of serving in Catho-
lic countries’ military forces. 

La Historia de Un Veterano (continued from page 7)                  
 

Did you know? 
 

• Dr. Hector P. Gar-
cia was awarded by 
President Ronald 
Reagan the Presi-
dential Medal of 
Freedom, the 
nation’s highest 
civilian honor. 

• Pope John Paul II 
recognized Dr. 
Garcia with the 
Equestrian Or-
der of Pope 
Gregory the 
Great. 

• President Bill Clin-
ton eulogized him 
as a national hero. 

• The Treasury De-
partment’s $75 
Series U.S. Savings 
Bond bears Garcia’s 
portrait.    
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     We are your 2008 Historians for the 
Mile Hi Chapter of the American GI Fo-
rum.  We look forward to serving you this 
coming year.    As your Historians our 
main job is to take A LOT – and we 
mean A LOT of pictures!  Perhaps you’ve 
seen us around.  We will almost always 
have a camera in one hand. 
     This year we were seen at the New 
Year’s Eve celebration.  We brought in 
2008 with a bang along with fellow mem-
bers.  If you didn’t celebrate with us  bring 
in 2008, we certainly hope you will join us 
in 2009.  We had a GREAT time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     So come prepared & looking “HOT’ 
because you never know if your picture 
will be the focus of our next column.    IF 
for some reason you do not wish to be 
photographed, just let us know.  We will 
kindly honor your wishes and move along.  
Keep in mind that ALL the photos we 
take belong to the Forum.  However, we 
will gladly e-mail you any photos we take 
of you and your group.  Our goal this year 
is to take a picture of each of our mem-
bers for our member directory & hop-
ing to have a group shot of all our mem-
bers at Invesco Field. 

Hello fellow members I’m Hilda Lozano 

and I am Rebecca Martinez 

FEBRUARY: 
Already in  February we had a busy 
month.  We welcomed in our newest 
members If you see them around, 
please welcome them to the club.     

Juana Bordas, Jose Puertas, Stan 
Valverde, Ramona Kelly & Ramon 
Kelly.  We also swore in our new 
2008 local officers & State Officers:   
Below are Commander Cip Griego, 
Rich Pabon, Lou Cordova, Dolores 
Moya & MarkGallegos. 

State Board Members below are: 
Louise Griego, Jose Martinez, Dolores 
Moya, Dottie Bruton, & Roberta Moreno 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************** 
February 15th was our Sweetheart 
Dance.  We danced to the music of “The 
DeLeon Brothers”. 

VALENTINE SWEET HEART PICTURES 

Ramon Kelley, Ramona Kelley, Jose 
Aguayo, and Magdalena Aguayo 

Willie Medina, Sally Velez, Rich 
Marin, Lisa & Rich Gonzales 

Our Two LOVE Birds 

Larry & Angie Armenta 

                   ******* 

We can be reached at 

Hilda 303 587 2222 

hlozano777@gmail.com 

 

Rebecca 720 351 8026 

reba1metro@aol.com 

 

See you at the Forum! 
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American GI Forum 
Mile Hi Chapter 
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Denver, CO  80204 

 

REMINDER  
Every Wednesday at the AGIF-MH Chapter is  

“Hamburger/Karaoke Night” 
Mexican Hamburgers are served the 1st Wednesday of the month  

Bring your appetite 
Enjoy the best hamburgers in town as well as fun entertainment   

The last Friday of the month we celebrate  
member birthdays at the Forum    

 

Get involved—become a member!!   


