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     The format of this 
last edition of “El Vet-
erano” 2007 is laid 
out a little different in 
an effort to capture 
the events of 2007.  
     The first edition of 
“El Veterano” for 2008 
will be released in 
March and will con-
tinue to be produced 
bi-monthly.  I encour-
age you to adhere to 
the 2008 newsletter 
deadlines to assist me 
in producing a more 
timely and more effec-
tive newsletter.  The 
newsletter deadlines 
will be as follows: 

             Release date 

2/26  3/12 

4/30  5/14 

6/25  7/9 

8/27  9/10 

10/29  11/12 

12/31  1/14 

 
     If the above dates 
change you will be 
notified via newsletter 
and/or postcard.  
Also, for additional 
copies of El Veterano, 
please visit our web-
site at  

www.agif-milehi.org.  

 
Muchas gracias y 
Prospero Año Nuevo!!     

 

AGIF-MH Year in Review 
 

     The Mile Hi Chap-
ter had a very eventful 
and productive year in 
2007.  We shared and 
celebrated many 
events together.  
Keeping true to the 
philosophies and val-
ues of the American 
GI Forum, we brought 
community together 
by acknowledging our 
veterans with a World 
War II Dinner and 
evening of entertain-
ment hosted by the 
Veteran’s Affairs Com-
mittee under the di-
rection of Chair, Ben 
Romero.  The 
Women’s Chapter co-
ordinated hosted three 
very successful 
events:  the AGIF-MH 
involvement in the 
“Race for the Cure”; 
and elegant evening of 
entertainment—”Bella 
Noche”, Chaired by 
Dolores Moya, and the 
very successful adult 
Halloween Party, 
which was chaired by 
Hilda Lozano; Mercie 
Salazar planned, coor-
dinated, and hosted 
the best AGIF-MH 
summer picnic by far.   
     Several members 
and supporters of 
Marty Martinez, our 
AGIF-MH D.J. and 
talented artist who 
was stricken with a 
stroke, organized a 
benefit in which sev-
eral thousand dollars 

were raised to help 
Marty with living ex-
penses during this 
very difficult time for 
him and his family.   
     We had the privi-
lege of hosting Repre-
sentative Carl Isett, 
Texas House of Repre-
sentatives who en-
couraged political in-
volvement of grass-
roots organizations; 
the cast of the AGIF-
MH Talent Show oth-
erwise known as the 
“Mile Hi Players” trav-
elled to Oklahoma to 
perform at the Na-
tional AGIF Conven-
tion; and many mem-
bers took part in the 
Coors Lideres Pro-
gram, which is a pro-
gram sponsored by 
Coors Brewing Com-
pany to highlight the 
community involve-
ment efforts of local 
community leaders. 
Due to the out-
standing leadership of 
the AGIF-MH we are 
off to a promising 
start having had a full 
day facilitated retreat 
in December dedi-
cated to identifying 
areas needing im-
provement; streamlin-
ing processes for clari-
fication; and imple-
menting a few basic 
policies to benefit all 
members of the 
American GI Forum 
Mile Hi Chapter.    

Special points of interest: 
 

• AGIF-MH Adult Hallow-
een Party—pg. 4 

• Children’s Halloween 
Party—pg. 5 

• Children’s Christmas 
Party—pg. 6 

• 2007 New Year’s Eve 
Bash—pg. 7 

Inside this issue:   
 
Letter from Commander 
Cipriano Griego—pg. 2 
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Commander: Cipriano Griego 
 

and clear!!!  
     In 2008, we will be 
celebrating 40 years of 
service to our Veterans, 
their families and the 
community-at-large.  In 
2008, the American GI 
Forum of the United 
States will be celebrat-
ing 60 years of service.  
     The American GI Fo-
rum, Mile Hi Chapter 
continues to be a leader 
in the Metropolitan Den-
ver Community and as 
such, continues to be 
representative of the 
moral principals and 
traditions of both the 
State and National GI 
Forum.  We, as an or-
ganization, continue to 
achieve National promi-
nence and for that we 
should be proud.  Again, 
we should not rest on 
our laurels because 
there is much more to 
be accomplished.    

 
Please visit our Web-
page (http://www.agif-
milehi.org) for further 
information, future 
events and activities. 
 

 

 

 

CIPRIANO GRIEGO,  

COMMANDER 

 

               
“Lord, make us an 
instrument of thy 
peace” 
     On December 7, 
1941, the Empire of 
Japan's Imperial 
Japanese Navy made 
a pre-emptive military 
strike on the United 
States Pacific Fleet 
base at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii.   This day, ". . 
. a date which will live 
in infamy. . 
." began the United 
States involvement in 
the Pacific war against 
Japan.   
     The mobilization of 
volunteers as soldiers 
and volunteers on the 
home front assured 
the ultimate victory of 
the United States.  To 
these individuals we 
owe more than words 
can say. But for their 
dedication and sacri-
fices, we would not be 
enjoying the freedoms 
that we now have. 
     Today, we are en-
gaged in wars in far 
off places.  We again 
are called upon 
to sacrifice. 
     The American GI 
Forum is dedicated to 
assure that those in-
dividuals who have 
returned from Iraq 
and Afghanistan are 
treated with the dig-
nity and respect that 
they have earned in 
their duty to our 
Country.   
    We, as members of 
the Mile Hi Chapter, 

are committed to sup-
porting our troops.  In 
addition, we are com-
mitted to supporting 
our community. 
     As a purely volun-
teer organization we 
are dependant on in-
dividuals to assist us 
in our commitments. 
     In 2007, we have 
involved the organiza-
tion in several events 
which were only suc-
cessful due to the ef-
forts of our volun-
teers.   
     It was fitting that 
on December 7, at 
6:00 p.m. we paid 
tribute to all their ef-
forts.  
     As we begin a new 
year, we should take a 
moment and say a 
little prayer for our 
troops.  We should be 
thankful for all our 
blessing and should 
help those less fortu-
nate.  May we be com-
mitted to “Peace on 
Earth and Good Will 
to All”; each an in-
strument of “Peace”. 
     Financially, we 
continue to be sound.  
Our physical facilities 
continue to be kept in 
good repair, our liquor 
license is up-to-date 
and our debts are 
paid in a timely man-
ner.  Our Membership 
account continues to 
grow. 
     We have made the 
final payment on our 
mortgage.  We now 
own the building free 
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Commander Cipriano 
Griego commends  
Alberta Lopez for re-
ceiving the "2007 Em-
ployee of the Year" 
Award for her dedi-
cated service to South 
Metro Fire Rescue.   
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Please don’t forget to renew your AGIF—Mile Hi Chapter membership.   
The deadline was December 31, 2007.  However, there is a 30 day 

grace period for renewals.  The grace period ends January 31, 2008.  
Renewals will be accepted after that time, but you may be subject to an 

additional $5.00 charge. 
 

Renewal fees are as follows: 
 

    $30.00—Women and Veteran’s 
    $20.00—Veteran’s 
 
Please renew your membership at your earliest convenience and direct 

any questions to AGIF-MH Treasurer, Dottie Bruton at  
DOTTIEJ42@aol.com.   

!!Volunteers Needed!! 
 

• Servers and Cooks for Hamburger Night—please contact Dottie 
Bruton @ DOTTIEJ42@aol.com 

• Communication Committee Members to help coordinate the bi-
monthly newsletter—please contact Alberta Lopez @ agifnewslet-
ter2007@comcast.net 

• “Enchilada Open” Golf Tournament scheduled for June 8, 2008—
contact Julie LeDoux @ ledouxjewels@aol.com 

• Youth members are encouraged to join the Youth Chapter—contact 
Dustin Caldwell at prezdust@mac.com. 

• For additional volunteer opportunities, please contact Commander 
Cipriano Griego @ CipGriego1@msn.com or Vice Commander Rich 
Marin at rmarin25inf@comcast.net. 

 
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!!!!   
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Hilda Lozano, Chair of the Halloween 
Committee and a really scary person! 

The winners of the Costume Contest—the “Red 
Neck Couple”.  He’s a she, and she’s a he.   

AGIF State Chair Woman, Julie 
LeDoux.  She didn’t have much 
to say that night.   

Two lovely members in elaborate cos-
tumes.   

Commander Griego and his wife Louise 
(Yikes!).  She was having a bad hair day.  
There’s a better picture of them on 
page 7.   

Another scary couple fitting right in.   

Frankenstein and his bride, Debra 
Valverde.   

Mile Hi Halloween 2007 

The AGIF-MH Halloween Committee.   

Membership Committee Chair, Ernie 
Torres.  Ernie you were supposed to 
wear a costume!!   

Check out the AGIF-MH Mini 
Members 
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AGIF Children’s Halloween Photos 

This little guy looks like he could be a 
future AGIF Commander! 

This picture is priceless!  I tried to get all the babies together in one photo.  Look at 
the skunk in the top row right next to the little bumble bee!!  Future leaders of the 
AGIF for sure.   

Nadia is a brave little girl!  Nadia is also 
featured in this edition with Santa.  Nadia 
is one of our regulars at the AGIF-MH 
Children’s events.  

REMINDER:  Every Wednesday at the AGIF-MH Chapter is 
“Hamburger/Karaoke Night”.  Mexican Hamburgers are served 
the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Bring your appetite and enjoy  
the best hamburgers in town as well as fun entertainment.  Also, the last 
Friday of the month we celebrate member birthdays at the Forum    

Get involved—become a member!!   

The J.P. Martinez, American 
Legion Post #204 located at 
4200 Pecos Street in Denver, 
Colorado has “Hamburger 

Night” on Friday’s and 
weekly dances on  

Sunday from  
4:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  

featuring:   AMOR 
The American G.I. Forum—

Mile Hi Chapter is grateful to 
the J.P. Martinez Post for 
providing the rifles to the 

MILE HI VETERANOS  for 21 
Gun Salutes 
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Children of some of our members with the 
“Grinch”.  Obviously Santa was no where 
to be found.   

Women’s Chapter Chair, Kathy Clenin 
with the Grinch and Ben Romero.  (Ben 
Romero is the one on the left.) 

Here’s that guy who kept “freaking 
out” all the kids! 

Rich and Alberta as Christmas Elves 
and Santa’s helpers.   (FYI:  those are 
not real ears.) 

Fashionable Lil Nadia sitting on Santa’s lap.  I 
bet she asked for a shopping spree at “Baby 
Gap”.   

A bunch of Forum Children who don’t know the 
Grinch is behind them.   

I’m pretty sure he’s not the guy to give your 
Christmas list to.   

Mr. and Mrs. Clause helping a young 
member with her Christmas list.   

 Children’s Christmas Party 
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The handsome Commander Cipriano 
Griego and his beautiful wife Louise, 
first couple of the AGIF-MH. 

Gorgeous Angelita Armenta (outgoing Vice 
Chair, Women’s Chapter) and her entourage 
of lovely ladies.   

Chair of the New Years Eve Bash, 
Juanita Vela with Rebecca Marti-
nez—both newly appointed Histori-
ans.    

New Year’s Eve partiers Nick Sanchez, Ruth Sanchez 
(Nick’s Mom—could you believe it?!), Andres Martinez, 
Juana Bordas, Michael Vallejos and his lovely wife Rebecca 
Martinez (Andres and Rebecca are siblings).   

Alberta Lopez, newly appointed 
Vice Chair, Women’s Chapter and 
the handsome Rich Marin, Vice 
Commander.   Otherwise known as 
the “Vice Squad”.   

New Year’s Eve 2007  
AGIF-MH Style 

Juanita Vela observing the 
festiivities of the evening.   

Toby Rampa and Ernie Torres take a 
break from bartending to strike a 
pose.   

Here’s to 2008!   
Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo!!   
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American GI Forum 
Mile Hi Chapter 
1717 Federal Blvd. 
Denver, CO  80204 

Don’t forget to renew your annual membership to the 
AGIF—Mile Hi Chapter.  See page 3 for details!   


