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American GI Forum—
Mile Hi Chapter  

proposed Resolution to 
the National with PBS’ 
own policy on diversity 
outlined for considera-
tion and adoption.  The  
Resolution was adopted 
verbatim as the        
official position of the 
National. (See: http://
www.agif.us/
contact1.htm  for the 
News Release and 
Resolution) 
     As a result of this 
Resolution and the ef-
forts of our National 
Commander, Antonio 
Morales, and support 
from the Hispanic Cau-
cus of the U.S. Con-
gress, both State and 
Local Hispanic leaders, 
Hispanic Organizations 
and individuals, PBS has 
apparently reconsidered 
its position and has 
made a proposal to cor-
rect this obvious over-
sight. Our National Com-
mander, as well as, 
State Commanders met 
recently to evaluate the 
PBS proposal.  Com-
mander Griego reports 
that after many meetings 
 
(Continued on page 7) 

PBS’ “The War” - “His” Story or 
“History”?   

     State AGIF Vice-
Commander Jose Marti-
nez asks the question,  
“Is this “His” (Ken Burns) 
story or is this “History”?  
Indeed.  Is the Ken 
Burns/PBS Documen-
tary a true and accurate 
reflection of American 
history?  Or is this just 
one man’s view? 
     The Public Broad-
casting System (PBS) is 
scheduled to air a docu-
mentary entitled “THE 
WAR”, on September 
23, 2007 (during our Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage 
recognition month). This  
14-hour documentary on 
WWII, Director Ken 
Burns of “Civil War” 
fame, and  his  associ-
ates took six years to 
interview more than 40 
individuals in four com-
munities (Waterbury, 
Connecticut; Mobile, 
Alabama; Sacramento, 
California; and Luverne, 
Minnesota). The docu-
mentary features indi-
viduals in those commu-
nities, with two ethnic/
racial groups given spe-
cial consideration: Japa-
nese Americans and 

African Americans. The 
film has no reference to 
the Latino contribution. 
The documentary also 
has an accompanying 
book and educational 
materials. PBS officials 
said, in a news release: 
“… PBS’s goal for THE 
WAR is to reach into 
every home and class-
room -- so together we 
can better understand 
what we as a nation ex-
perienced in those diffi-
cult years and what we 
as a nation accom-
plished.’’ 
     Through the efforts of 
many Latino leaders, 
educators, politicians 
and veterans, including 
and especially the 
American GI Forum we 
became aware of this 
glaring failure on the part 
of PBS to include His-
panics/Latinos in this so-
called documentary, 
which was billed as the 
first “comprehensive” 
and “all encompassing” 
presentation of World 
War II. 
   Consequently, the Mile 
Hi Chapter submitted a  

Don’t miss out on the 
National AGIF 
Conference— 
details and contact 
info—pg. 3 
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Special points of interest: 

• Meet Hilda—pg. 4 

• New “Arts & Enter-
tainment Section—
pg. 11 

• Pix of “No Talent” 
Show— throughout 
this newsletter 

• 55th Annual State 
Conference this 
month—pg. 6 

• Rocky Mountain PBS 
to interview AGIF-MH 
veterans—pg. 5 

 

The American GI Forum— Mile Hi Chapter wishes to ac-
knowledge the generosity of Wells Fargo for their contribu-
tions to make this newsletter possible.   
 
The American GI Forum—Mile Hi Chapter  
appreciates and supports Wells Fargo and  
encourages you to patronize their business.   
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Commander: Cipriano Griego 
 

annual event is the na-
tion’s largest run, and 
walk, which raises aware-
ness of breast cancer 
while raising funds to help 
eradicate the disease.  We 
all have friends, and rela-
tives, who are afflicted by 
this dreadful disease.    
     If you are interested in 
becoming involved please 
contact, Kathleen Clenin - 
Chair, Women’s Chapter. 
     The Youth Chapter is 
planning and developing 
programs for our youth.  
We believes in mentoring 
youth by providing a vari-
ety of age appropriate, 
free, self-led activities 
which will reduce the social 
pressures, risks and haz-
ards youth face.  In addi-
tion, we believe it is impor-
tant that our youth become 
educated in the history and 
values of the American GI 
Forum, including informed 
patriotism.  We hope to 
develop a strong sense of 
character in our youth, 
whereby they can achieve 
their unique potential, thus 
infusing our communities 
with a more confident and 
capable group of future 
leaders.  Our efforts will be 
to help today's youth be-
come tomorrow's success-
ful leaders.  
     Our Youth Chapter is 
seeking members.  So, if 
you have a child, grand-
child, nephew, niece, or 
other young person be-
tween the ages of 10 and 
16 who may be interested 
in participating in this excit-
ing experience, please 
contact Dustin Caldwell - 
Chair, Youth Chapter. 
(continued on page 5) 

“Lord, make us an in-
strument of thy peace” 
     The war in the Middle 
East continues, our men 
and women continue to 
die.  They are being sac-
rificed for a questionable 
cause.  The wounded 
continue to come home 
and continue to receive 
treatment and benefits 
which are at best dubi-
ous. 
     We, as Members of 
the American GI Forum 
must insure that these 
sacrifices are not forgot-
ten.  We must become 
involved and support our 
men and women in 
every way possible. 
     Our Veteran’s Com-
mittee, through its Chair, 
Ben Romero, is develop-
ing and implementing 
programs that will assist 
our men and women 
serving in the Middle 
East.  This Committee is 
in need of volunteers, 
who are interested in 
helping.  You need not 
be a veteran to be on 
this committee, however, 
Veterans are encour-
aged to volunteer. 
     Ben is looking for 
volunteers to assist him 
in our commitment to the 
Colorado State Veterans 
Nursing Home at Fitzsi-
mons.  We need volun-
teers to visit our Veter-
ans at the home, many 
of whom have no family.  
This commitment is a 
monthly visit at their “Ice 
Cream Social”.  Hope-
fully, with enough volun-
teers this commitment 
would be one or two 

times a year. 
     The Education Com-
mittee is actively seeking 
funds for our scholarship 
efforts. To this end, the 
Committee is seeking 
patrons to become 
members of our “Century 
Club”.  (The Century 
Club is for individuals, 
families, or Corporations 
contributing toward the 
fund.)  Any amount con-
tributed will entitle you to 
be listed on our Century 
Club “Hall of Fame”.   
For further information 
contact Diana Romero - 
Chair, Education Com-
mittee.   In addition, the 
Committee will be spon-
soring various fun - fund 
raiser throughout the 
year.  Please join us at 
each event and help us 
provide scholarships to 
those individuals who 
are in need. 
     The Membership 
Committee is seeking 
new members.  Please 
advise your friends, par-
ticularly veterans who 
may be interested in 
joining our fine organiza-
tion, please contact or 
have them contact Ernie 
Torres, Chair,  Member-
ship Committee. 
     The Women’s Chap-
ter continues to develop 
programs that are of in-
terest to Women and the 
Chapter as a whole. This 
Committee has estab-
lished various programs 
which includes seminars 
on health related issues.  
In addition, we will ac-
tively participate in the 
“Race for the Cure”, 
(October 7, 2007).  This 
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Education Committee:  Diana Romero 
 

Communication Committee:  Alberta Lopez  

“Education is our free-
dom, and freedom should 
be everybody’s business.”  
This is the motto of our 
founder, Dr. Hector P. 
Garcia.  In keeping with 
Dr. Garcia’s motto, the 
Mile High Chapter is com-
mitted to further enhance 
the educational opportuni-
ties for our members, vet-
erans and their families, 
and for youth in our com-
munity.  In our effort to 
meet these goals, the 
Education Committee is 
asking for your support to 
continue the work started 
by our founder. 
 

     The AGIF-MH Educa-
tion Committee has 
been very busy with fund 
raising events.  Most 
recently we held a Ca-
sino Trip to Blackhawk 
which was very success-
ful.  We all had a great 
time – many winners at 
the Casino and fabulous 
prizes were given away 
on the bus ride.  The 
AGIF-MH Education 
Committee would like to 
sincerely thank all who 
participated in this event! 
 
Scholarship Application:   
Copies are available at 
the AGIF-MH Chapter.  
Deadline for the Scholar-

ship Application is Friday, 
July 6, 2007.    Please 
contact Diana Romero at 
303/436-7137 for more 
information.    
Mile High Century Club:   
Invitation is open for you 
to become a member of 
the Mile High Century 
Club.  All of our fund rais-
ing efforts and contribu-
tions to the Mile High 
Century Club go directly 
to our Scholarship Fund.   
As a member of the Mile 
High Century Club, you 
will receive the appropri-
ate recognition in the 
chapter newsletter and on 
the annual recognition 
plaque which is proudly 
displayed in our club.   

eventually receive.  The 
intent of this grant is to 
provide the means with 
which to get this news-
letter to you—i.e., post-
age, copying, and all 
associated production 
and mailing costs.  We 
are grateful for the gen-
erosity of Wells Fargo.  
     I encourage all  Com-
mittee Chairs and Offi-
cers to submit reports 
and to adhere to the 
newsletter deadlines 
listed on page 7. Thank 
you for supporting our 
endeavors which in turn 
will help you.  If you 
have not been receiving 
e-mails and/or forwarded 
attachments, please no-
tify me.  You should also 
know that you can re-
trieve “El Veterano” from 
our website:  
www.agifmh.org. 

     Since the first edition 
of “El Veterano”, the 
Communications Com-
mittee has been busy 
keeping up with the 
events/happenings of 
the AGIF-MH.  Every 
week e-mails are for-
warded with information 
regarding job opportuni-
ties, community events 
both held at the forum 
and off site, committee 
information, updates and 
reports from our leaders 
and pertinent information 
passed down through 
the chain of command 
from the chapter level to 
the state level to the na-
tional level.  These are 
all sent to you as a 
benefit for being AGIF 
members.   
     The Communications 
Committee is happy to 
help the American GI 

Forum in its communica-
tions efforts which in-
cludes assisting all com-
mittees with their com-
munication needs 
whether it be forwarding 
information, producing 
flyers and mail outs and 
producing this newslet-
ter.  We are happy to 
utilize our skills, talents 
and resources to im-
prove the communica-
tion within the AGIF at all 
levels.   
    After the last newslet-
ter, Communications 
Committee member Pete 
Reyes wrote and for-
warded a proposal to 
Wells Fargo asking for a 
grant to fund the efforts 
of the Communications 
Committee.  Wells Fargo 
complied and forwarded 
our first installment of 
the $2700.00 we will 
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Diana Romero-Chair 

Dottie Bruton 

Dustin Caldwell 

Kathy Clenin 

Ann Flores 

Lorraine Jiron  

Shirley Lucero 

Jose Pete Martinez 

El Veterano 

The National AGIF 
Conference will be 
held in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma July 
31—August 4 at the 
Sheraton Hotel in 
downtown Oklahoma 
City.  For room reser-
vations call 1-888-
625-5144 and identify 
yourself as an AGIF 
member for special 
room rate.   
 
For conference regis-
tration information 
and to obtain a regis-
tration form, you can 
contact the national 
office directly at  
1-866-244-3628 or 
visit their website at 
www.agif.us. 
 

     



Youth Group: 

Dustin Caldwell 

Joseph Sosa 

Jorge Villegas 

Danielle Hernandez 

 

Youth Advisors: 

Kathleen Clenin 

Angelita Armenta 

Marcela Paiz and Associate 
Chaplain Dolores Moya 

A recent picture of Dani 
in her Prairie Middle 
School Basketball uni-
form.   

Chaplain:  Marcela Paiz 

Youth Chapter:  Dustin Caldwell 

personality.  We are all 
very blessed to have her 
professional expertise, 
warm personality, and 
spiritual guidance.    
     Thank you Marcela 
for your compassion, 
empathy and beautiful 
smile!!  

     Marcela is extremely 
busy these days and I 
(Alberta Lopez) have 
taken the liberty to write 
her article for her.  
Marcela has been busy 
working with the veter-
ans in helping prepare 
them for the “Trip to the 
Wall” in Washington, 
D.C.  sponsored by the 

Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee.  She says she is 
looking forward to being 
with the veterans and 
sharing this special mo-
ment with them as they 
honor their fallen com-
rades.        
     Marcela is a very 
beautiful person with a 
very dear and genuine 

also loves making and 
selling ice cream sun-
daes and sopapillas to 
raise money for the 
Youth Chapter. 
     Dani enjoys doing 
community service.  She 
has been an altar server 
at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception 
for over six years.  She 
has helped serve food to 
the homeless.  She has 
been very active with the 
Mile High Youth Chapter 
providing school sup-
plies and clothing to kids 
in shelters.  Dani says 
that helping others 
makes her feel good, 
and helps her to appreci-
ate what she has. 
     Dani has many 
friends.  Everyone that 
meets Dani, loves her! 

     I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
one of our most loyal 
youth members, Danielle 
Hernandez, for her dedi-
cation and hard work at 
the Mile High Chapter. 
For those who don’t 
know her very well, let 
me tell you a little bit 
about Dani: 
     Dani is 13 years old.  
She is an 8th grader at 
Prairie Middle School.  
Dani is very outgoing, 
and always has a smile 
on her face.  She is not 
the least bit shy, and 
recently won third place 
in a school-wide speech 
contest. 
     Dani loves sports, 
and can tell you the 
team names and records 
of all the football and 
basketball teams.  She 
especially loves basket-
ball, and never lets her 

size get in her way.  She 
is on the girl’s basketball 
team at school.  Her 
teammates say that she 
is the spark of the team 
because she always has 
a positive attitude.  Dani 
loves playing football in 
the yard with her dad, 
going bowling with her 
mom, and playing golf 
with her brother.  Dani is 
also quite the pool 
shark.  She beats every-
one in the family and 
also all of her brother’s 
friends who are foolish 
enough to challenge her 
to a game. 
     Dani is the Treasurer 
of the Mile High Youth 
Chapter, and loves be-
ing at the Forum.  When 
you see her there, you 
will always see her work-
ing.  She loves helping 
with hamburger sales on 
Wednesdays and on 
Bronco Sundays. She 
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Meet Hilda 
 
Hilda Lozano is the American GI Forum—Mile Hi Chapter Historian.  Hilda can 
be seen at almost every AGIF-MH function snapping pictures of all the happy 
members and their guests as well as photo recording all official functions.  She is 
doing a fabulous job!  So, the next time you see Hilda you may end up with your 
picture in the next edition of “El Veterano”.   
 
Keep up the good work Hilda!!   



Membership Committee:  Ernie Torres 

Commander:  Cipriano Griego (continued from page 2) 

     The Membership 
Committee has nothing 
to report in this issue.   
     Stay tuned for future 
Membership Committee 
articles and please con-
tinue to encourage 
membership in our great 
organization.   
     Please remember to 

tip our volunteer wait-
resses well—they work 
hard to serve you.   
     Also check the calen-
dar on the AGIF-MH 
website periodically for 
updates and future 
events and happenings 
and to also check the 
availability of the hall for 
personal use.   

Reyes for his efforts in 
writing and submitting 
the grant proposal to 
Wells Fargo. 
     Financially, we con-
tinue to be sound.  Our 
physical facilities con-
tinue to be kept in good 
repair, our liquor license 
is up-to-date and our 
debts are paid in a 
timely manner.  Our 
Membership account 
continues to grow.  
     The American GI Fo-
rum, Mile Hi Chapter 
continues to be a leader 
in the Metropolitan Den-
ver Community and as 
such, continues to be 
representative of the  

     Mercedes Salazar, 
our Events Committee 
Chair, is responsible for 
scheduling and coordi-
nating our yearly calen-
dar.  In addition, she 
assists us in planning 
programs and activities 
of interest to our mem-
bership.  Should you 
wish to help in develop-
ing events or have an 
event which you would 
like to see at the Forum, 
please contact Mer-
cedes. 
     Our Chaplain, 
Marcela Paiz, is avail-
able to assist all Mem-
bers and their families, 
in ministering to their 

spiritual and emotional 
needs in a supportive 
and non-denominational 
manner.   Should you 
need assistance, such 
as marriage, youth, drug 
or alcohol treatment or 
counseling, please do 
not hesitate to contact 
Chaplain Paiz. 
     Our Newsletter/
Communications Com-
mittee, under the direc-
tion of its Chair, Alberta 
Lopez has been 
awarded a $2,700.00 
grant from Wells Fargo 
Bank to assist us in the 
publication of our News-
letter.  Special recogni-
tion is given to Pete 
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Caught in the act!  Who is 
kissing who and why?  (Turn to 
Page 8 for the answer.) 

Carlena Valdez and Julia 
Rivera bartending at the St. 
Pat’s dance.   

moral principals and tra-
ditions of both the State 
and National GI Forum.  
We as an organization 
have achieved National 
prominence and for that 
we should be proud.  
Again, we should not 
rest on our laurels be-
cause there is much 
more to be accom-
plished. 
 
Please visit our Web-
page (http://
www.agifmh.org) for fur-
ther information and fu-
ture events and activi-
ties. 
 

Rocky Mountain PBS to Air Documentary in September  
By:  Alberta Lopez 

     In an effort to ad-
dress the issues on a 
local level surrounding 
the exclusion of minori-
ties in the Ken Burns 
documentary “The  War”, 
to be aired in Septem-
ber, Lisa Olken, Pro-
ducer at Rocky Mountain 
PBS has asked the 
AGIF-Mile Hi Chapter for 
our assistance.  She will 
be interviewing three of   

our members who are 
World War II Veterans 
for a program to be aired 
the same month “The 
War” will debut.  Her 
focus is to respect the 
requests of the Colorado 
audience and as Lisa 
put it, “to fill in the holes” 
left out of “The War” 
from a Colorado per-
spective as well as to 
meet the needs of the  

Rocky Mountain PBS 
community.     
     You may remember 
Lisa’s outstanding pro-
duction of “Jazz in 5 
Points” which was a par-
allel to Ken Burns docu-
mentary about Jazz, 
only Lisa includes other 
important contributions 
to jazz left out of the Ken 
Burns documentary.  

She also produced “La 
Raza de Colorado” and 
“La Movemiento de La 
Historia”. 
     We are honored to 
have the opportunity to 
work with Lisa and look 
forward to the Colorado 
documentary to air in 
September.   



     Kathy Clenin, 
Chair of the 
Women’s Chapter 
thanks you for your 
continual support of 
the AGIF-MH 
Women’s Chapter 
and reminds you 
that everyone—not 
just women is in-
vited to attend the 
workshops hosted 
by the Women’s 
Chapter of the 
AGIF-MH.  Make 
sure to periodically 
check the AGIF-MH 
website:  
www.agifmh.org for 
upcoming Women’s 

Chapter Workshops 
and meetings.   
     Currently, the 
Women’s Chapter 
is promoting 
“Hearts Across the 
Miles”, a volunteer 
effort to accommo-
date the needs/
requests of our sol-
diers overseas.  
There will be a box 
to collect items 
such as sunscreen, 
chapstick, bug 
spray, and soap 
among an exten-
sive list of many 
other requested 

 

State AGIF Executive Board:  Albert Gonzales, State Com-
mander  

The AGIF State Board has nothing to report in this issue.    Please see information below regarding the 55th Annual 
State Conference:   

              “AWARENESS PROMOTES A HEALTHY COMMUNITY” 

                           55TH ANNUAL STATE CONFERENCE 

                Hosted by the American GI Forum—Skyline Chapter 

 

            June 22 and 23, 2007 

     The Red Lion Hotel—Downtown Denver (1975 Bryant Street—near Invesco Field) 

 

 Pre-registration Forum and Women - $90.00 

Registration Youth - $80.00 

After June 10 Registration Forum and Women - $100.00 
 

Make checks payable to “AGIF-Skyline Conference” and send attn: Laura Flores  

                                                                                                           AGIF-Skyline Chapter 

                                                                                                           158 S. Federal Blvd. 

 Women’s Chapter:  Kathy Clenin 
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The J.P. Martinez, American Le-
gion Post #204 located at 4200 
Pecos Street in Denver, Colo-

rado has “Hamburger Night” on 
Friday’s and weekly dances on 

Sunday from 4:00 p.m.— 
8:00 p.m. featuring:  AMOR 

 
The American G.I. Forum—Mile 
Hi Chapter is grateful to the J.P. 
Martinez Post for providing the 
rifles to the MILE HI VETERANOS  

for 21 Gun Salutes 
 

Items at the Forum 
during Ham-
burger/Karaoke 
Night and the 
monthly AGIF-MH 
birthday celebra-
tion.  For a full list 
of requested items, 
please visit the 
“Hearts Across the 
Miles” website at 
www.heartsacross 
themiles.org. or 
contact Kathy 
Clenin at (720) 933-
1081.   
 
Thank you!!  



Dustin Caldwell, Chair of the AGIF– Mile Hi Youth Chapter in front 
of our nation’s capitol.    

amendments. 
     Getting to my ap-
pointments with Colo-
rado representatives and 
senators was a chal-
lenge because of the 
distance between the 
Capitol and surrounding 
buildings, not to mention 
getting through the tight 
security.  I visited with 
Senator Ken Salazar, 
and he asked me to say 
hello to all of his friends 
at the American GI Fo-
rum.  I tried to meet 
Senators Hillary Clinton 
and Barack Obama, but 
they were out campaign-
ing. 
     The national memori-
als we visited included:  
Korean War Veterans, 
Vietnam Veterans, Abra-
ham Lincoln, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt.  All of 
the memorials were 
powerful structures and 
very impressive. 
     I learned a lot about 
our government.  Unex-
pectedly, I also learned 
a lot about myself.  I 
learned that I am an In-
dependent and know for 
sure that I do not want to 
be a politician.   How-
ever, I do want to be 
involved in politics in 
some way. 

     I was recently nomi-
nated and selected to 
attend the National 
Young Leaders of Amer-
ica Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C.   I was 
among 350 high school 
students at the confer-
ence held in March 
2007.  There were only 
two other students from 
Colorado there; one was 
from Boulder and one 
was from Aspen.  I at-
tended leadership work-
shops, participated in 
several simulations, met 
with Colorado represen-
tatives and senators, 
and visited some of the 
national memorials and 
the Smithsonian Muse-
ums.  My entire experi-

ence was both educa-
tional and exciting!  
     In one simulation 
where we acted out a 
meeting of the President 
with his cabinet, I served 
as the President’s Chief 
Economic Advisor.  In 
another simulation act-
ing out a real live Su-
preme Court case, I was 
given the role as the at-
torney for the petitioner 
and successfully argued 
the case.  We visited the 
House of Representa-
tives and actually sat at 
the desks used by 
House members.  We 
simulated a “Model Con-
gress” and voted on ac-
tual constitutional 
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Dustin Caldwell, National Young  
Leader of America Scholar  

 
Newsletter Deadlines: 
 
June 29th (May/June) - 
release date:   
July 11, 2007 
 
August 31st 
(July/August) -  
release date:   
September 12, 2007 
 
November 2nd 
(September/October) - 
release date:   
November 14, 2007 
 
December 28th 
(November/December) - 
release date:   
January 9, 2008 
  
            *********** 
Please submit your arti-
cles, stories, reports no 
later than the deadline to 
Alberta Lopez at  
agifnewsletter2007@comcast.net 
or contact Alberta at (720) 
488-7209.   
 
 

of our AGIF leaders and 
many national and politi-
cal Latino leaders, an 
agreement was finally 
reached and the contri-
butions of Latino’s will 
finally be acknowledged 
in “The War”.   Mr. Ken 
Burns met with AGIF 
representative Raul 
Tapia and the Hispanic 

Association of Corporate 
Responsibility (HACR), a 
coalition of the fourteen 
largest Latino organiza-
tions and agreed to in-
clude additional stories 
from Latino Veterans.  
Ken Burns is quoted as 
saying:  “I believe these 
additional stories will 
enhance our series and  

deepen the nations un-
derstanding of the sacri-
fices made by so many 
Americans during the 
war.”  A far cry from pre-
vious news accounts.  
National Commander 
Antonio Morales sums it 
up for the AGIF:  
“Latino’s have never 
been an addendum to  

“His” Story—PBS Documentary continued from page 1 

American History.  They 
always have been and 
are, and always will be 
an integral part of our 
nation’s military.”   
     We did not give up 
and we did not give in.  
Be proud you are an 
AGIF member.   
Si, puedemos!!   



Looks like Marcela was kissing 
Ernie!  A birthday kiss for the 
birthday boy.  (Picture taken at 
the St. Pat’s Dance.)   

La Historia de Un Veterano -  Featuring:   William Medina  

his education and earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Engi-
neering from Colorado 
Polytech and the University 
of Utah.  He retired as an 
Engineer at Thiokat, a com-
pany that makes shuttle 
boosters and various mis-
siles, such as ms missiles, 
trident missiles, and inter-
continental ballistic mis-
siles.   

     Bill said that he had to 
overcome a great deal of 
discrimination in his early 
years and points out that he 
was the only Hispanic in 
the little town he lived in 
who wore a tie and had a 
white collar job.  He says 
that people would not be-
friend him and his family 
and that is why they joined 
the American GI Forum, 
where they have many 
friends and feel welcomed. 
Bill has been involved with 
the AGIF-MH Honor Guard 
as well as Acting Vice 
Commander.    

     Bill proudly reports that 
he and Corinne have been 
married for 52 years be-
cause they said “I do” and 
meant it.   This is what I call 
true honor! 

     Top, we love you and 
commend you for your 
years of service to our 
country  and your contribu-
tions to our culture.  Salud! 

      Bill “Top” Medina  was 
a 19 year old self admitted 
“rebel” with an 8th grade 
education when he served 
in the Korean War.  The 
year was 1951 and “Top”, 
as he is affectionately 
known was a Platoon Ser-
geant in the infantry.  He 
trained in Hawaii and was 
stationed in Japan and Ger-
many during his military 
career.    

     Bill married Corinne in 
1954 and they lived in Ger-
many for three years.  
While there, their son Jerry 
was born. They eventually 
had four sons and one 
daughter.       

     Bill says the hardest part 
of the war besides all the 
carnage that he was always 
subject to was the intense, 
bitter cold weather—a dan-
gerous and life threatening 
42 degrees below zero! 
Even though they were 
issued parkas and a shoe 
pack, which included heavy 
shoes made out of leather 
and rubber and heavy 
socks, it did very little to 
deter the effects of the se-
vere conditions.  Bill re-
members the severity of the 
coldness caused their  
weapons to freeze and they 
used kerosene to lubricate 
them otherwise they were 
defenseless against the 

enemy.  They also had to 
warm their frozen food un-
der their jackets as they 
could not light a fire for fear 
of attracting the enemy.  Bill 
talked in amazement of the 
sheer number of Chinese, 
sometimes six or seven 
rows deep who suffocated 
the enemy weapons and 
how the weapons would 
melt from rapid firing.  Bill 
sadly stated that he was 
one of 16 left of the 268 
Infantryman.  In dealing 
with the trauma of war, Bill 
says that he forced himself 
to think of happier incidents 
rather than focus on the 
graphic aspect of the war.   

     His years in combat 
earned Bill the Combat 
Infantry Badge; Bronze Star 
for Valor; Purple Heart; and 
three campaign stars as 
well as a Good Conduct 
Medal and ribbons from the 
National Defense, Korean 
Defense, and the United 
Nations among other rib-
bons that Bill could not re-
call. 

     Intending to make a 
career out of the Army, Bill 
cut short his military career 
by fifteen years to accom-
modate the needs of his 
family rather than go to 
Hawaii by himself as re-
quired by the military at that 
time.  Bill went on to further 
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            THE AGIF-MH IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE A COMMAND PER-
FORMANCE OF OUR TRIBUTE TO OUR SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT 
AND DIED FOR US DURING THE VIET NAM WAR ERA.   

            THIS PRODUCTION GARNERED UNPRECEDENTED PRAISE 
FOR ITS HANDLING OF SUCH A DELICATE TOPIC.   

            IT PLAYED TO STANDING ROOM ONLY AUDIENCES.  IT 
RECEIVED COUNTLESS ACCOLADES REGARDING THE PROFES-
SIONALISM IN ITS PRESENTATION. 

 FOR A FUN NIGHT OF LAUGHTER, TEARS AND MEMORIES 
PLAN TO JOIN US ON JULY 13 OR 14, 2007, 7:00 P.M. FOR AN 
ENCORE PERFORMANCE:  “NO TALENT” SHOW IS BACK!!  CON-
TACT DOLORES MOYA FOR TICKET INFORMATION:    

(303) 436-9558 or e-mail:  dmoya@crimsonrm.com   

By:  Alberta Lopez 



By:  Alberta Lopez    “No Talent” Show a Big Hit Once Again!  
 

     In addition, I would like 
to thank the following indi-
viduals for their commit-
ment and enthusiasm in 
assuring a quality produc-
tion. 

     Floor manager-Alberta 
Lopez; Light and Sounds - 
Technicians: Olivia Marti-
nez, Gabe Villarreal and 
Marco Martinez; Set Design 
- Jerry Rael; Ticket Sales 
Manager – Dolores Moya. 

     Our Superior Talent/
Cast  - Debra Gallegos; 
Dan Montez; Marty Marti-
nez; Shirley Lucero; 
Dolores Moya; Julie Le-
Doux; Barbara Moreno; 
Lisa Gonzales; Richard 
Gonzales; Dustin Caldwell; 
Dani Hernandez; Toby 
Rampa; Mark Aguilar; Dee 
Aguilar; Peaches Padilla; 
Bobby Mares; Maria Mares; 
Roberta Moreno; Jose Sis-
neros; Melissa Jaure; 
Diane Nino; Rich Marin; 
Sharon Gallegos; Angelo 
Lopez; and Ernie Torrez 

     Special recognition to 
Jose (“James Brown”) Sis-
neros who knowing that he 
may have serious medical 
problems, performed his 
act without complaint. 

      

     We have recently com-
pleted our Third Annual No 
Talent, Talent Show.  This 
production was presented 
to a standing room only 
audience.  The show, once 
again, was outstanding. 
The reviews from the audi-
ence indicated that this 
show was presented in 
professional manner; way 
beyond their expectations. 
The tenor of the show af-
fected all emotions, while at 
the same time gave due 
respect to all our Veterans 
who fought and died in the 
Viet Nam War.  

     Special thanks and rec-
ognition is given to the fol-
lowing individuals. 

     Director/Writer, Ricardo 
LaFore, for his creation and 
development of this show.  
He spent countless hours in 
the production and presen-
tation of this performance.  
Without his creative talents 
this show would not have 
been as spectacular as it 
was. 

     Assistant Director/
Talent, Debra Gallegos for 
her assistance in develop-
ing the acts and assuring 
the production was first 
rate. 

     Stage Production/
Sound/Lighting/ Scenery/ 
Mixer/ Jack of All Trades, 
Lou Cordova, for his out-
standing commitment to 
assure a quality presenta-
tion.  Lou went way beyond 
the call of duty.  His dedica-
tion to the production 
spanned every aspect, from 
constructing the stage, the 
stage scenery, installing the 
lighting and sound, to 
sweeping the floors.  With-
out his dedication and com-
mitment this show would 
not have come close to the 
success it achieved.  

     Sound/Music/Talent, 
Marty Martinez for his pro-
fessional expertise in the 
stage productions.  Marty 
with his musical talents and 
expertise brought a touch 
of professionalism to a 
group of talented amateur 
performers.  His dedication 
can not be overempha-
sized.  Marty just prior to 
performance experienced a 
mild stroke.  A week before 
the show, he was admitted 
to the hospital with paraly-
sis to his left side.  With 
medication, and against his 
doctor’s advice, he ap-
peared in the show.     
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By:  Commander Cipriano Griego  

More pictures of the “No Talent” Show on the back cover of this newsletter. 
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Veteran’s Affairs 
Committee: 

 
Ben Romero, Chair 

Jose Martinez, Vice-   

  Chair 

John De La Garza, Co- 

  Secretary 

Robert Quinonez, Co- 

  Secretary 

Jose Aguayo 

Dee Aguilar 

Dennis Clenin 

Kathy Clenin 

Lou Cordova 

Juan Espino 

Cipriano Griego 

     Sergeant of Arms, Jose 
Sisneros wishes to send 
his heartfelt thanks to eve-
ryone for their thoughts, 
prayers, support, and 
friendship during this diffi-
cult time as he is going 
through his medical treat-
ments.   

     We pray for strength 
and healing for Jose as 
well as Louise Griego and 
Juanita Cordova and all 
AGIF-MH members who 
are going through a 
medically difficult time in 
their lives.   

Veteran’s Affairs:  Ben Romero 
mation about activities 
and issues of interest to 
our veterans and their 
families. 
     In June, members of 
the Veterans Affairs 
Committee will join fam-
ily, friends and other 
Chapter members in a 
‘healing trip’ to view the 
‘Vietnam Wall’ Memorial 
and other veteran me-
morials in Washington, 
D.C. 
     Attend our monthly 
meeting or contact Ben 
Romero for additional 
information on commit-
tee activities or volunteer 
opportunities.  Ben can 
be reached at 303-748-
1295. 
 
Monthly Meetings:   
Saturday, June 2   9 am 
Saturday, July 7    9am 
 

     ‘Reaching out to 
Veterans’ is the theme 
for the Veterans Affairs 
Committee in 2007.  In 
keeping with this theme 
to focus on activities for 
the benefit of veterans 
and their families, the 
committee looks forward 
to collaborating with the 
Women’s Group to 
sponsor a monthly social 
hour for our veteran 
comrades at the VA 
Hospital – Nursing Unit; 
the ‘Hearts Across the 
Miles’ Program, which is 
an effort to provide U.S. 
service members over-
seas with items for a 
better quality of life; and 
a quarterly seminar pro-
gram which will address 
issues and interests of 
veterans, their families 
and Chapter members.  
In addition, the Veterans 
Affairs Committee will 
continue to provide fund-
ing support to the Edu-

cation Committee for a 
Veteran Scholarship. 
     In keeping with our 
goal to honor our veter-
ans and bring increased 
visibility to the Forum, 
our Honor Guard unit 
has paid the ‘Final Trib-
ute to a few of our Fallen 
Comrades’ and have 
conducted presentations 
for various organiza-
tions. In addition, as a 
community service, 
Honor Guard Chair, Rich 
Marin is providing train-
ing to the student color 
guard at Horace Mann 
Middle School. 
     The committee has 
recently established a 
‘Veterans communica-
tions tree’ in an effort to 
strengthen communica-
tions among the veter-
ans within the chapter.  
Committee members will 
contact veterans in the 
Chapter to share infor-
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Honor Guard: 
 
Rich Marin, Leader 
Jose Aguayo 
Dee Aguilar 
Lou Cordova 
John De La Garza 
Cipriano Griego 
Jose Martinez 

 

 



             “El Veterano” Arts & Entertainment  
              

assured of a fun profes-
sional show.  Their 
equipment is state of the 
art and their Library of 
songs is well over 
36,000 songs.  They 
believe in giving every 
singer the attention and 
service they deserve.  
Sound quality is a biggie 
for Marty since he has 
recording studio experi-
ence he knows how im-
portant it is for the sound 
to be the best it can be.  
While there are a lot of 
karaoke host now avail-
able, Marty is one of the 
trend setters, taking an 
Asian music genre and 
transforming it to a great 
American pastime.    
     We all look forward to 
singing and dancing with 
Marty every Wednesday 
night at the Forum.  We 
are fortunate to benefit 
from his illustrious career 
and his phenomenal 
singing skills and musi-
cal talents and more 
than anything we are 
grateful that Marty is 
doing much better after 
his recent stroke.  We 
pray for continued health 
for Marty.       
For booking informa-
tion—303-359-6197 or 
e-mail Marty at  
music1221m@aol.com 

    As promised in the 
first edition of “El Veter-
ano”, an Arts & Entertain-
ment Section will be 
added to “El Veterano”, 
so it is only fitting that the 
first article of interest be 
about our own DJ Marty 
Martinez.    
     Marty Martinez has 
been a professional musi-
cian and entertainer for 
over 35 years.  His career 
began in Greeley, Colo-
rado where he started 
performing in local night 
clubs.  Starting with a 
Mexican themed group, 
he moved on to work with 
top 40 bands and show 
groups.  He worked most 
of the big hotel chains, 
Ramada Inns, Holiday 
Inns, Hiltons, Caribbean 
Cruise Lines, etc.  Marty 
worked the Playboy Clubs 
on the west coast for over 
four years and worked 
with such notables as, 
Steve Martin, the Coast-
ers, The Drifters, Jan and 
Dean, Shelly Bergman, to 
mention a few.  He has 
also opened for Vickie 
Carr, Freddy Fender, 
Steve Allen, Tierra, 
among many other popu-
lar musical icons and ce-
lebrities. 
   Following his dream, he 
worked in Las Vegas, 

Nevada. at The Dunes, 
The Mint, The California, 
Palace Station, and other 
local casinos with the 
show group C’est La Vie.  
It was at this time that he 
was asked to MC the first 
non-oriental Karaoke 
Show in Vegas.  He was 
very successful at this 
new endeavor at Ellis 
Island Casino where he 
built a very popular loca-
tion for the new growing 
karaoke business.  Marty 
worked there for four and 
half years and then 
moved to a bigger venue 
at Harrahs casino for two 
years. He worked the 
Barcelona Casino for a 
year before deciding to 
move back to Denver to 
be near his children and 
grandkids.  From three 
karaoke clubs when he 
started, Kabukes and the 
San Francisco Bay, both 
oriental clubs and Ellis 
Island Casino, Las Vegas 
now has over 130 kara-
oke clubs. Source: Las 
Vegas Lounge Entertain-
ment.  While at the Barce-
lona Casino, Marty 
started working with his 
current partner and wife 
Marie.  Together they 
have been working stead-
ily in Denver for five 
years. Working together 
or individually, one can be 
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Remember:  Every Wednesday is Hamburger/Karaoke Night at the Forum.  
The first Wednesday of the month—Mexican Hamburgers are served.  
The last Friday of the month member birthdays are celebrated.  Bring 
your family and friends and enjoy great food, outstanding music, and danc-
ing to the great music provided by our very own DJ Marty Martinez.   



LIGHTS! 
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ACTION!!   
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